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WW!I Draft Registration Cards

From the Editor:
The West Virginia Veterans Archives is

anadjuncttotheWest VirginiaVeterans

Memorial, collecting information about
those honored on the Memorial located on the
grounds of the State Capitol in Charleston. If you
have a family member whose death in a 20th
century military action is listed on the Memorial,
you may provide photographs, documents, letters,
clippings and biographies for inclusion in the
Veterans Memorial Archives. The information
collected by the West VirginiaVeterans Archives
is accessible through the West Virginia Archives
and History Library. To learn more about the
Veterans Memorial and its Archives, visit
http://wvmemory .wvculture.org/wvvetmem.html
(includes a searchable database) and
http://www.wvcul ture.org/history/wvvets.html or
contact Pat Pleska, (304) 558-0230,
pat.pleska@wvculture.org.

WORLD WAR | DRAFT
REGISTRATION CARDS
AVAILABLE SOON

TheWest VirginiaVeterans Archiveshas obtained
the World War | Selective Service Draft
Registration Cards for West Virginia on National
Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
microfilm.  The 59 rolls of microfilm will be
housed in the West Virginia Archives and History

Library and soon will be availabeto the public for
searching and copying.*

The Selective Service Act was passed on May 18,
1917, creating a temporary draft for military
servicein World War I, and the Selective Service
Administration to administer the draft. Under the
office of the Provost Marshall General, the staes
and territories established local boards which were
responsible for registering and classifying men,
taking into consideration medical fithess and
manpower needs in certain industries and
agriculture, as well as special family situations of
individual registrants. Loca boards were
establishedfor each county (or similar subdivision)
in each state, and for each 30,000 personsin each
city or county with a population greater than
30,000. In West Virginia, only three cities were
large enough to have separate boards from their
counties: Charleston, Huntington and Wheeling
(Wheeling is incorrectly listed as Wheeling
County, not Wheeling City). Thefollowing West
Virginia counties merited two boards each:
Fayette, Harrison, Kanawha, McDowell, and
Marion. Thereisno national or statewideindex by
surnames. Theresearcher must first determine the
most likely geographic location in which a man
would have registered, thencheck the al phabetical
list by surname under theboard for that area. If the
man’s residence at the time of the draft is not
known, the researcher will haveto search county
by county, or in the cities as needed.






