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DONATING YOUR PRINTED WORK

From the Editor:

est Virginia Archives and History
WLibrary has never had an adequae
budget for acquisitions, and does not
expect any budget increases in the foreseeable
future due to the current state budget crisis. Most
of our acquisitions budget is spent maintaining
newspaper and seria subscriptions, leaving very
little for book purchases. We continue to rely on
the generosity and civic-mindedness of the
individuals and societies who write, transcribe or
compileinformation about West Virginia speople
and places, then donate copiesof their workstothe
West Virginia State Archives. We thought those
of you who have donated or who are considering
donating materials would like to know how your
giftsare handled once they reach the Archivesand
History Library.

PRINT DONATIONSTO THE
WEST VIRGINIA ARCHIVES
AND HISTORY LIBRARY

The Archives and History Library receives
donations of new print material in many ways.
Several authors and historical/genealogicd
societies routinely send us copies of their
publications. Some of our family history books
were mailed to one or more mgjor librariesin all
fifty states by geneal ogistswho want toinsure that
anyone searching for their particular surname will

find them. Life-long Mountaineers, as well as
native West Virginiansorformer residentswho are
now scattered all over the United States, send us
copiesof thehistoriesthey have written about their
West Virginia families, towns, schools and
businesses, or memoirsof their lives asinfluenced
by our culture. We aso accept fiction and
nonfiction that have nothing about the statein the
actual text, but are written by West Virginia
authors and so fit our collection guidelines.

We accept al donations with much gratitude and
with respect for the time and effort expended in
their creation. We do not edit your work, nor do
we evaluate itsaccuracy. Y our work standson its
own merit. However, we ometimes suggest
changes to title pages or other minor elements of
an unpublished manuscript for library cataloging
purposes because we want your book to be easily
located by those who will be most interested in
reading it. Cataloging rules requiring the use of
information from the title page only can limit the
accessibility of a book, which is to the
disadvantage of both author and researcher. On
rare occasions we may request permission to alter
the format of an unpublished manuscript or work
to increase the accessibility and usefulness to
researchers of especialy valuable information.

If your work is at least 50 pageslong and not in a
regular book binding, we will have the text bound
in a simple yet durable library binding and will
placeit on thelibrary shelves. Shorter workswill






