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HERITAGEQUEST ONLINE

From the Editor:

e are delighted to see our number of
Wout-of-state visitorsincreasing after
a decline following the September
11 tragedy. As in the past, visitors states of
residence range from our neighbor states of
Pennsylvaniaand Ohio all the way to California,
Washington, New Mexico, Arizona and Alaska.
Some of our travelers are authors of family
historiesand other works, and have donated copies
to the Library. Most are impressed with the
amount and variety of materialsavailable for their
research. We hope all return home with warm
memories of the home of their ancestors

HeritageQues Online

The West Virginia Archives and History Library
now offersthe servicesof HeritageQuest Online
to its Reading Room patrons on a limited trial
basis. Thisserviceisbeing provided with Library
Servicesand Technology Act funds, administered
by the Institute of Museum and Library Services,
and the West Virginia Library Commisson.
Longtime family history researchers will be
familiar with HeritageQuest as a provider of
genealogical data and supplies since 1983. In
2001, HeritageQuest was purchased by ProQuest.
According to the company, the combination of
HeritageQuest with ProQuest resourcesrepresents
themost comprehensive coll ection of geneal ogical
information available anywhere.

Heritage Quest Online combines digitd,
searchable images of U.S. federal census records
with the digitized version of the popular UMI
Genealogy and Local History collection of over
25,000 books and periodicals. The microfilm
collection is being digitized over atwo- to three-
year period, beginning withgeneal ogies, followed
by local histories, serials and primary source
materials. The collection covers the 13 colonies
first, then moves westward, so the scanning is
being done in that sequence. Census records are
also being added on an on-gang basis. When
complete, HeritageQuest Onlinewill contain every
extant U.S. federal censusrecordindigital format.
These records will be indexed, searchable and
fully browseable.

These records and other primary evidence will be
integrated with narrative material sthat addcolor to
the past. Many of the narratives are not available
to researchers anywhere else. They include
monographs and serials, local histories, tax rolls,
cemetery lists, military rosters, wills and church,
court and school records. New content is added
weekly and can be tracked by clicking on the
HeritageQuest “What's New” feature (not
“What’s New” on our Web site). Each year new
primary sources and up to 1500 new book titles
fromsuchinstitutionsastheNewberry Library, the
Genealogical Society of Utah and the New Y ork
Public Library will be added.

The system offers the following search
capabilities:
. By person or place.






