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CASS GILBERT
From the Editor:

H
ISTORY DAY at the West Virginia
State Capitol is February 28.
Organizations and individuals from

throughout the state will be meeting in Charleston
to demonstrate their dedication to recording,
preserving and teaching the history of West
Virginia.  The Legislature will be in session and
will be considering several issues important to the
constituency represented on History Day.  Please
take the time to discuss your group’s display and
participate in its presentation in the Capitol.
Educate yourself on the needs of your county or
your topic of interest, and also resolve to enlighten
your region’s state delegates and senators.  Enjoy
the camaraderie of being with like-minded people;
celebrate those who are honored as 2002 History
Heroes; enjoy the guest speaker, Dr. Barbara
Christen, as she tells us about Cass Gilbert, the
architect for our beautiful Capitol–and remind
your representatives of the importance of saving
and protecting the places and objects that hold the
unique history of West Virginia.

CASS GILBERT AND THE
WEST VIRGINIA CAPITOL

The West Virginia Department of Education and
the Arts and the West Virginia Division of Culture
and History will present a lecture, “Cass Gilbert
and the West Virginia State Capitol,”on

Thursday, February 28, at 7:00 p.m. in the West
Virginia State Theater of the Cultural Center, State
Capitol Complex, Charleston. 

The guest speaker will be Dr. Barbara Christen,
co-editor of the recently published book, Cass
Gilbert, Life and Work: Architect of the Public
Domain (W. W. Norton & Company, 2001).  Dr.
Christen will present slides of Gilbert’s original
color presentation drawings, discussing her
research on Gilbert as an architect of public
buildings and focusing on his work on the West
Virginia State Capitol.   She will discuss Gilbert’s
careful positioning of the Capitol within the city of
Charleston, as well as the differences between
Gilbert’s original vision for the building and the
final product.

The lecture, which is free and open to the public,
coincides with West Virginia History Day at the
Legislature, and will be followed by a reception in
the Great Hall of the Cultural Center.  Dr. Christen
will be available to sign copies of her books.

An architect with an international reputation, Cass
Gilbert was commissioned to design the West
Virginia State Capitol in 1921.  Born in Zanesville,
Ohio, in 1859, Gilbert studied architecture at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  In 1912,
Gilbert designed the world’s first skyscraper, the
Woolworth Building in New York City.  His other
works include the state capitols of Minnesota and
Arkansas, and the U.S. Treasury Building and the




