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VIDEOTAPE COLLECTION
From the Editor:

A
look at this month’s New Title List and
the Videotape Collection List will
give you an idea of the diversity of

topics and formats included in the Archives and
History Library collection.  Our purpose is to
collect  and preserve anything and everything
about West Virginia and West Virginians, and to
make those materials accessible to the public as
much as possible.  Sometimes we are required by
the preservation part of our mission to set
guidelines for using certain materials, but we are
continually striving to open all parts of the
collection to the public.  Richard Fauss,
Archivist, is contributing to this effort by selecting
videotapes from the Archives collection to be
cataloged on the West Virginia Union Catalog and
made available for viewing in the Archives and
History Library.  Viewing hours will include
evening, weekend and holiday hours when the
Videotape Collection previously has not been
accessible.  We hope you will take advantage of
this opportunity to view the videotapes, some of
which are not widely known and/or are unavailable
to the general public.
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Richard Fauss, Archivist, is the caretaker of the
portion of the West Virginia Archives and History
collection stored on film and tape, whether sound
recordings on audiotape, still images on microfilm
or moving images on film and videotape.  His
responsibilities include both acquisition and
preservation of these fragile materials, as well as
making these invaluable pieces of West Virginia
history and heritage accessible for use in
compiling new documentaries or for viewing by
researchers and others. 

In this issue of Archives and History News we will
focus on the approximately 4,800 moving image
tapes in the collection, most of which are not
formatted in VHS.  Understandably, transferring
all of these non-VHS tapes to a format viewable in
a standard VCR is not feasible.  Therefore, a
highly selective number of tapes are being re-
formatted for public access as part of the cataloged
collection of the Archives and History Library.
Film documentaries will be the first priority for
cataloging, followed by television programs of
interest to historians and the general public, such
as Harry Brawley’s programs on the history of
Charleston.

The moving images collection includes both old
and new documentaries on West Virginia and
West Virginians.  The newer documentaries tend
to be in VHS format, while older films are on
16mm film, necessitating transfer to VHS tape for
public use.  An early example of a documentary is




