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FEDERAL CENSUS RECORDS
From the Editor

O
ne of the mainstays of genealogy
research is the United States Census;
consequently, it is one of the most

frequently used resources in the West Virginia
Archives and History Library.  We hope the June
issue of our newsletter will help you in making
more effective and knowledgeable use of the
valuable information that can be gleaned from over
100 years of census data.  We have all available
West Virginia census returns on National Archives
microfilm for your use, as well as statewide
Soundexes for 1880-1920, and many index books
for the state and for selected counties and years.
Several books have been published that provide
tips on using and understanding census data  (See
Book Review this issue.)

Meanwhile, if you visit the Archives Library
you will notice that half of the chairs in the Library
Search Room are missing.  We are having them re-
upholstered in a lovely striped fabric which should
brighten up the Library considerably.  We hope to
have the project completed before our usual rush
of summer visitors, but we will pull out our desk
chairs if necessary on a busy day!  Please come see
us soon.

We welcome your questions and comments.
Please direct any correspondence concerning the
newsletter to Susan Scouras, Archives and History.
Please direct any correspondence concerning our
Web site to Joe Geiger, Archives and History.

UNITED STATES CENSUS

W
hen using the census to research
family history, the genealogist must
keep in mind the contemporary

factors affecting each census as explanation for
variations in names and spellings and for
“missing” entries.  The level of education and
degree of dedication of the census taker often
determined the quality and legibility of the
information recorded.  Consider the following
comments written by the census taker at the end of
the 1820 Hall County, Georgia, schedules:

“The difficulties were very considerable that
attended taking the census, in the first place, the
inhabitants are very dispersed, in the second place
the country being but lately settled, there are but
few roads, in the third place great part of the
Country are very Mountainous, and in the fourth
place it was, except in the oldest settled parts,
difficult to get nourishment for either myself or
horse, and often when got, had to pay very high, in
the 5th place had often to travel a considerable
distance through fields to get to the dwelling
cabins, often, and generally, drenched in dew,
particularly in August and September; and often
had to walk many miles where it was so steep that
I could not ride, or even set on my horse.”
(Dollarhide, The Census Book, page 5.)

Sounds very much like West Virginia in the
19th century, doesn’t it?  Add to those hardships
the fact that some people did not want to be found




