
VOL UM E I, NO . 6 AUGUST 2000

WEST VIRGINIA’S 55 COUNTIES

From the Editor:

W
est Virginia’s fifty-five counties evoke
fierce loyalty in both  native and adopted
citizens.  Home is always a special place

in the human heart, whether left at an early age or
the location of a long, full life.  Many of the out-
of-state Archives Library patrons who come to
West Virginia, perhaps for the first time in their
lives, still feel the ties that bind them through
ancestry to a particular county.  Often they will
read county histories and sometimes peruse local
newspapers to get a feel for the time and place in
which their families lived.  They search maps for
the small communities or creek banks where the
old homeplaces were located.  By examining the
households listed before and after great-grandpa’s
farm on the census, they form a picture of who the
neighbors were.    As you research your family
history, try to learn as much as you can from the
information available, to step beyond names and
dates to the human beings they represent.  Those
who simply look for their ancestors’ names in

census rolls  and on documents without stopping to
wonder about who those people actually were and
how they lived their lives are missing out on what
I see as the real reason for tracing genealogy and
studying history–learning about the hearts, minds
and experiences that helped shape our own
characters and the world we live in today, with the
intent of passing on the best of our heritage to the
newest generation.  Write or call me and tell me

the reason you are climbing your family tree: Susan
Scouras, Archives and History, (304) 558-0230,
Ext. 742.  (Descendant of  the Preston and Daniels
families of Johnson County, KY and the Baker and
Brown families of Bourbon County, KY.)

West Virginia County Resources
in the Archives

A
rchives and History salutes our own Cathy
Miller, who just completed a six-month
long project by compiling  a bibliography of

West Virginia County Resources available in the
West Virginia Archives Library.  Cathy compiled
all the materials, evaluated the appropriateness of
each title for inclusion, and typed a bibliography for
each county.  This extensive listing of materials,
which has been placed on our Web site by Joe
Geiger, includes books, periodical articles,
pamphlets, newspaper clippings and microfilm
(excluding county records)  in the Archives
collection for each of the fifty-five counties.
Although county records are not listed on this
section of the site, a direct link to a listing of each
county’s microfilmed records is located below the
bibliography for that county. Links are also
provided to any other materials on the Web site that
are related, such as community histories.  Copies of
the clippings cited are available from the Archives
Library through Cathy Miller, who can be e-mailed
from the site. 




