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CEMETERIES
From the Editor:

W
hile cemeteries are forbidding places
to some, to most family historians
they are enticing sources of

genealogical information and hints of history.
Many a genealogist got his or her start through
curiosity about an unfamiliar name on a tombstone
in the family plot.  When a government or church
record is unavailable, a tombstone is a valuable
source of information, possibly giving dates of
birth and death, as well as clues to relationships.
Unfortunately, our society does not always respect
the dead and their resting places.  Whether due to
ignorance, expediency or necessity, too many
cemeteries have been built over, relocated or
simply neglected. In this month’s newsletter, we
will address several remedies for the problem of
maintaining graves and cemetery records.  While
the genealogical importance of cemetery records is
certainly a factor, we recognize cemeteries as sites
of historic significance  to be preserved.  With the
guidance available, we hope your family, church,
civic or genealogical/historical association will
adopt one or more cemeteries to survey and/or
maintain.  

As always, if you have comments or questions
regarding the newsletter, please address them to
Susan Scouras, Archives and History.  Regarding
the Web Site, please address your comments and
questions to Joe Geiger, Archives and History.

WHAT TO DO AND NOT TO DO

WHEN WORKING IN A CEMETERY

By Jeanne Robinson, Executive Director
Oregon Historic Cemeteries Association

[The Archives and History Newsletter reprints this
article from Missing Links, Vol. 5, No. 24,
published by Julia M. Case and Myra Vanderpool
Gormley, CG.]

Historic cemeteries are in need of care, but there
are many well-meaning folks who actually harm
them.  Here are a few hints to assure your visit to
a cemetery will result in something positive.

Old marble gravestones and wooden grave markers
are very fragile.  Do not lean on them or treat them
roughly.  Be careful with weed whips around the
stones (concrete bases are much tougher).  If
necessary, hand-trim any weeds.

Lawnmowers should never be run over a
gravestone.  Take care when mowing near markers,
fencing, or curbing.  Bumpers made of old tires on
your mower will help prevent scraping.

Cleaning of marble gravestones is NOT
recommended.  Even the most gentle cleaning
methods (clear water and soft bristle brushes) will
remove particles of stone.  Never use bleach or
wire brushes on ANY stone.  NEVER power-wash
or sandblast a grave marker of any kind.




