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1930 West Virginia Census Index
From the Editor:

T
he staff of Archives and History,
Division of Culture and History, is
saddened by the passing of Dr. Otis Rice

on September 22, 2003, so soon after his
appointment by Governor Bob Wise as the first
Historian Laureate of West Virginia on July 22 of
this year.  The words of the Governor’s
proclamation on that date are a fitting epitaph: “Be
it hereby known that Dr. Otis K. Rice has been
appointed Historian Laureate, for preserving,
collecting and recounting the history of the great
State of West Virginia. This appointment
recognizes your outstanding work in the field of
West Virginia history, and honors the dedication
you have shown throughout your life and career as
an historian, educator, researcher and writer. Your
contributions to the understanding of the history,
culture and people of this State will forever be a
part of our proud intellectual legacy and social
heritage.”

1930 WEST VIRGINIA CENSUS

INDEX  NOW AVAILABLE 

ON CD-ROM IN 

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

LIBRARY

Ancestry.com 1930 U.S. Federal Census Index:
West Virginia, published by MyFamily.com, Inc.
on CD-Rom, is now available for use in the West
Virginia Archives and History Library.  To our

knowledge, this is the first commercially available
statewide index for the West Virginia  1930
Census in any format other than an on-line
subscription service.  Since the available Soundex
for the West Virginia 1930 Census only covers
seven of our fifty-five counties, finding families
and individuals on the microfilmed census records
has been time-consuming at best, and very difficult
in many cases.  We are grateful to have an index of
any type that facilitates locating specific
households in the 1930 census at no cost to our
patrons.  Approximately 800,000 records may be
searched by name of any person (not just head of
household), with or without Soundex definitions
applied, and/or by county or a district within a
county.   You can make each search very specific
by including full name, sex, age, etc., with exact
spelling required, or very general by using a
surname with Soundex spelling variations
accepted.  You can browse through a district or a
county, household by household.  

That said, we have found a number of setbacks in
using this index.  The state is divided over two
discs, West Virginia Northeast and West Virginia
Southeast, so a complete search of the state
requires searching each disc separately.   We
suggest making a list of names so that you can
check the list first against one disc, then the other,
without forgetting any names.  Switching discs
frequently is not encouraged, is time-consuming
and increases the risk of forgetting to search each
name on both discs.




