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West Virginia Civil War Union Medals
From the Editor:

I
f you routinely visit us on Saturdays and
holidays, please mark your calendar to note
that the Archives and History Library

will be closed Christmas Eve, December 24;
Christmas Day, December 25; New Year’s Eve
at 1:00 p.m.; and New Year’s Day, January 1.
The Library will also be closed Saturday,
January 18, and Monday, Martin Luther King
Day, January 20, 2003 for maintenance.
Electricians are scheduled to work on non-
functioning and poorly functioning lights in the
ceiling and elsewhere.  We apologize for the
inconvenience to those of you who are unable to
utilize the Library during the regular work week.
On the other hand, we hope we will be able to
continue our evening, weekend and holiday hours
in the face of the West Virginia’s current financial
difficulties.  As with all of state government, we do
not know what the future holds for our agency;
however,  we pledge to continue to provide the
public with the highest quality service within our
means.

Unclaimed West Virginia Union
Civil War Medals

The young state of West Virginia, which separated
from the Confederate state of Virginia to become
a Union state during the Civil War, authorized the
minting of 26,099 medals in 1866 to be presented

to veterans of West Virginia’s Union regiments.
(No medals were issued for Confederate soldiers.)
The majority of the medals were distributed as soon
as they were received by the state in 1867 to the
veterans or their families; however, many medals
went unclaimed when the soldier or his family
could not be located.  Although they had served in
West Virginia military units, some soldiers were
from other states, while a sizeable number of West
Virginians moved away, often to western states and
territories, following the end of the bitter and
bloody conflict.  Others may have belonged to
companies whose officers were less diligent in
trying to find their men in order to present the
honors.  

Originally held by the Adjutant General’s Office,
the medals, in their original cardboard boxes with
the soldiers’ names written on the lid, were
eventually transferred to the State Archives.  Over
the years, repeated attempts have been made by
state historians and archivists to publicize the
existence of the medals still held in the state’s
safekeeping.  Around 4000 West Virginia Union
Civil War medals remain unclaimed 135 years later.
A medal can still be claimed today by a proven
descendant of the Civil War veteran for whom the
award was intended.  Please note that there are no
generic medals–each medal is inscribed with the
name and service unit of the soldier for whom it
was intended.




