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Archives Photo Collection Database
From the Editor:

W
e are approaching Memorial Day in
May, when families remember and
honor their departed loved ones in

many ways.  If part of your tradition is to clean and
decorate grave sites, refer to the September 2000
issue of Archives and History News, especially the
article by Jeanne Robinson titled “What to Do
and Not to Do When Working in a Cemetery.”
Whether you are visiting a cemetery on private
property, or you are the owner of the land in which
a cemetery lies, remember that West Virginia law
guarantees access to all cemeteries for the
following purposes: visiting graves, maintaining a
grave or a cemetery, burying a deceased person, or
conducting genealogical research.  This does not
include the right to operate motor vehicles on
private lands unless there is a road or adequate
right-of-way that permits access, and the owner
has given written permission to use that means of
access.  Be aware that all persons exercising this
right of access are liable to the owner of the
private land for any damage.  If no inventory has
been made of your family cemetery, please
consider compiling a list of those buried there,
along with whatever information is available from
grave markers and cemetery records.  Fill out a
West Virginia Cemetery Survey Form from the
State Historic Preservation Office, (304) 558-0240,
and donate a copy for the Archives as well.
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Coal Life Collection Now Online

West Virginia Archives and History proudly
introduces a new online searchable database of its
photograph collection, accessible through our Web
site at www.wvculture.org/history.  In recognition
of the role of the coal industry in the history of
West Virginia, the Archives has chosen the Coal
Life Collection as the initial online entry.  The
Coal Life Collection contains nearly 700 prints
collected as part of the Coal Life Project, a
combined effort between the Division of Culture
and History, Huntington Museum of Art and
Oglebay Mansion Museum.  The Coal Life Project
resulted in an exhibit that premiered in The
Cultural Center in Charleston in 1981, later was
displayed in other parts of the state, and was
shown at the 1982 World’s Fair in Knoxville, TN.

Among the photographs acquired for the project
and now housed in the Archives collection are
views of several McDowell County coal towns,
including Gary and Coalwood; Consolidation
Coal/Fairmont and Department of Mines prints;
and an assortment of photographs that document
labor strife, mine disasters, and prominent
individuals in the state’s coal history.  Most of




