i

VOLUMEII, NO. 4

=
=

i

JUNE 2002

Storiesof aWest Virginia Civil War
Veteran Recounted in New Book

From the Editor:

e receive interesting telephone calls
Wevery day in the Archives and
History Library. Some of them turn
out to be amusing, such as the Scandinavian
gentleman with limited English calling from
overseas who was seeking a photograph of a
genuine flapper from Charleston. We finally
determined that he had in mind Charlegon, South
Carolina, the place where the 1920s dance
originated, not Charleston, West Virginia. Ashe
ended the conversation, he explained why he
wanted the photograph. He was looking for an
image to serve as a model for his newest tattoo!
Other callsare of greater consequence. Last yea,
awoman in Kansas called to find out if the West
Virginia Archives would be interested in
publishing Civil War memoirs written by Jesse
Tyler Sturm, her husband’ s ancestor, since Sturm
was originaly from West Virginia. Asaresult

West Virginia History Jour nal
Publishes Firs Book

The Civil War storiesof Marion County nativeand
Union veteran Jesse Tyler Sturm are now
available in a new book. Published by the West
VirginiaDivision of Culture and History, From a
“whirlpool of death . . . to victory”: Civil War

Remembrances of Jesse Tyler Sturm, 14™ West
Virginial nfantry, isthefirst book produced under
the auspices of West Virginia History, the state’'s
history journal. Sturmwasbornin Marion County
in 1844, and was living in Harrison County at the
outbreak of the Civil War. After serving a year
withalocal militiacompany, the eighteen-yearold
Sturm enlisted in Company H of the 14™ West
VirginiaInfantry in 1862. He spent much of the
next two years guarding the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad before participating in hisfirst important
action at Cloyds Mountain in southwestern
Virginia on May 9, 1864. Over the next six
months, the regiment fought at several placesin
the Shenandoah Valley, including Carter’s Farm,
Fisher’s Hill, Winchester (Opequon) and Cedar
Creek. Sturm saw his last action during a March
1865 skirmish near Patterson’s Creek in West
Virginia.

More than 40 years later, Sturm, by then a
longtime resident of Kansas, wrote several series
of articles about hiswartime service. Thelongest
series, which focuses primarily oneventsof 1864,
was brought to the attention of the Division’ sWest
Virginia State Archives by Sturm's descendants,
who own the original typed manuscript. A
published version was located in a Kansas
newspaper, and variations between it and the
manuscript have been identifiedin this new book.
In searching for the published version, Archives






