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1930 CENSUS
From the Editor:

W
e are entering the fall and winter
months when many people turn to
indoor activities such as genealogy

and history reading and research.  We hope that
you will look to West Virginia Archives and
History for assistance with your projects, either in
person or by mail.  Remember, if your family or an
organization to which you belong had a reunion
this summer, please send us a copy of any booklets
or identified photographs resulting from the get-
together.  Several groups, such as the Ward, WV,
reunion have faithfully supplied us with their
annual booklet, providing a rare source of
information about a West Virginia rural
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c o m p a n y  t o w n .
Genealogical/historical societies that take the
summer off usually have regular meetings this
time of year.  We would love to hear any
suggestions or comments your organization may
have concerning Archives and History News.

1930 WEST VIRGINIA CENSUS

Although the 1930 United States Census cannot be
released until April of 2002, the anticipation is
rising among genealogists eager to learn what
these records can tell them about their families.  In
this issue of Archives and History News we are
giving you a better idea of when the records will
be publicly available and what to expect once the

microfilm rolls are in the Archives and History
Library.

The National Archives and Record
Administration (NARA) will make the 1930
Census and the existing Soundex indexes available
to the public on April 1, 2002, at the National
Archives Building in Washington, D.C., and at
NARA’s thirteen regional facilities, exactly 72
years after the official 1930 Census day of April 1,
1930.  Other than the District of Columbia main
office, the closest facility to West Virginia is in
Philadelphia, PA.  Most users will be waiting for
a library in their home area to purchase film and
make it available. 

NARA began accepting orders for the entire
United States set or for any individual state on
October 1, 2001, to be shipped the first week of
April 2002. They will not accept orders for
individual counties or single rolls until April 1,
2002.  The West Virginia Mining Your History
Foundation (MYHF), on behalf of the Archives
and History Library, will be ordering the 34-roll
set for the state of West Virginia.  MYHF collected
donations from Archives and History Library
patrons and from genealogical/historical societies,
and conducted various fund-raising projects to pay
for the microfilm.  We cannot predict exactly when
the 1930 Census rolls will be available to our
public, since that will depend on how quickly the
shipment reaches us, but we will catalog and label
the film as quickly as possible once it is in our




