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45™ United States Colored Troops

From the Editor:
Jst areminder to those of you who may be

lanning a visit to the West Virgnia
Archives and History Library over the
holiday season: Please check our Web site and/or
call usto be sure we will be open on the day and
time you hope to comein. Our Christmas week
schedule for 2003 for the Archives and History
Library isasfollows:

Dec.24(Wed.) Closingat 1:00 p.m.
Dec. 25 (Thurs.) Closed.

Dec. 26 (Fri.) Closed.

Dec. 27 (Sat.) Open 9:00-6:00.

Please drive safely, and plan to include a few
hours of research in the Library in your itinerary
for West Virginia.

45™ UNITED STATES
COLORED TROOPS

by Terry Lowry

During the American Civil War, approximately
178,000 African Americans served in the Union
military forces in units most dften referred to as
United States Colored Troops (U.S.C.T.). The
regimental officers of the Colored Troops were
commissioned white officers. The nearly 170
organized African American troop units were
involved in 449 engagements, of which 39 were
major battles. Most Americans learned about
African American participation in the Civil War
through the movie “Glory.”

Althoughthe45™ Regiment, United States Col ored
Troops, wasprimarily creditedto the serviceof the
state of Pennsylvania, two companies of the
regiment, comprising some 232 men, werecredited
to the new state of West Virginia. The men were
recruited in the summer of 1864 at Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and fought at such Virgnia battles
and locations as Arlington Heights, Chaffin's
Farm, Fair Oaks, the Petersburg Campaign, and the
Appomattox Campaign. They also servedin Texas
immediately after the Civil War itself ended. Asa
result of their service in the Union Army through
the state of West Virginia, each man who served in
one of the two companies became eligible for a
medal from West Virginia in recognition for his
service.

The Archives and History Library has adocument
identified as “List of colored men mustered into
the service of the United States, to the credit of the
State of West Virginia, since April, 1864.
Assigned to the 45" Regiment U.S. Colored
Troops.” The list names each sddier, his date of
enlistment and “Remarks.” Not all entriescontain
added information, but the remarks sometimes
include county and state of birth, a valuable clue
for tracing the identity and descendants. The
original list is in papers of the West Virginia
Adjutant General and a bound phatocopy is
availablein the Library Reading Room collection.
Other documents relating the day-to-day
operationsand administration of thecompaniesare
included in the Adjutant General’ s papers, but no






