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TIPS FOR USING THE ARCHIVES
AND HISTORY LIBRARY

From the Editor:

W
hether you prefer to pick up gifts in
person or order by mail, consider
giving West Virginia History as a

holiday gift.  The new 1999-2000 issue and
assorted back issues (some on sale!) are available.
Mining Your History Foundation offers fifteen-
generation genealogy charts for $2.00 each which
would be great stocking stuffers for the genealogist
in the family!  If you are the family historian,
consider filling out a chart as much as you can and
presenting the younger generation of your family
with the gift of their own heritage.  If  you are able
to visit us at the Cultural Center in Charleston,
don’t forget to take advantage of our expanded
hours, particularly in the evening.
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Whether you use the Archives and History Library
in person, or explore our indexes and services
available on-line through www.wvculture.org, we
will provide some tips and information to guide
you in making the best use of your time and in
locating information you may not find on your

own.  The goal of the Archives and History
Library staff is to make the many components of
the collection available to our patrons, and to
direct Library users to the sources and services
they need.
  

The West Virginia Union Catalog

First, let’s take a look at the West Virginia Union
Catalog, searchable on the Internet through
computers in the Archives and History Library
Reading Room, through computer connections in
most West Virginia libraries, or from any computer
with Internet access.  To search from home or from
a library which does not belong to the Union
Catalog, use the featured link on our Web site at
www.wvculture.org/history, or type in
http://129.71.160.3/vtls40/frame.  The catalog can
be searched by author, title, subject and keyword.
If a title is held by the Archives and History
Library (coded as WVCA) or by the West
Virginia State Library Commission Library
(coded as WVLC), the holdings will appear in
boxes at the bottom of the screen when the search
is conducted from either of the two libraries or on
the Internet link.  In any other library across the
state, that particular library’s holdings will be
identified in the same way. If the title is held by
another library, click on “Locations” to see the
codes for the library or libraries that have that




