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2003 Legislation of Interest
From the Editor:

W
e are getting used to the new
lights in the Archives and
History Library Reading Room.

Most of us have conquered our initial urge to don
our sunglasses before entering.  The new overhead
lights are much brighter (and more energy
efficient) than the old ones, making deciphering
faded handwriting and small print less of a
challenge than before.  The diffusers over the
flourescent lights in the book stacks that had
yellowed with age have been replaced, allowing
more light emission. Inoperative light fixtures in
several areas over the shelving will be repaired
soon, so reading book labels and titles on shelved
books will be much easier.  We have also
improved the room’s appearance with a little
patching and paint in the former card catalog
location.  We hope you will enjoy the
improvements in our research environment.  

LEGISLATION  IN THE  2003 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE

OF INTEREST TO HISTORIANS

AND GENEALO GISTS 

By Fredrick H. Armstrong
Director, Archives and History

As of this writing, with some one thousand bills
introduced in the House and some five hundred in
the Senate, it should be expected that a number

would have direct bearing on the interest and work
of genealogists, historians, librarians and others
interested in historical materials and public
records.  As we have entered the last half of the
session and time is running out on introducing new
bills, and for action on bills submitted, we thought
it would be a good time to share with you some of
the pending legislation.  No bills of interest in our
area have moved beyond more than passage in one
house of the legislature.

Here are some of the bills we believe of interest to
our constituents at this time.  The budget bill,
SB75/HB2050 is always of major importance for
continued funding for the Archives and History
Library staff and collections.  As all should be
aware, Governor Wise imposed budget reductions
for the current year, FY2002-03, when this budget
was submitted, and then ordered an additional
3.4% reduction to be applied for the last six
months of this budget year.  The agency in
allocating these reductions eliminated 4.5
positions, of which 1.5 in Archives and History
were shifted from the state general fund
appropriation to special funds, with current staff
absorbing this work.  The FY2003-04 budget
required an additional 10% reduction, which was
then increased to 13%.  This is the budget being
worked on now and its direct impact on Archives
and History will not be known until it is passed
and then allocated by the agency.  (Unless
specifically listed in a line item in the budget by
the legislature, the unclassified funds are allocated
by the agency.)




