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CEMETERY PRESERVATION
From the Editor:

B
ecause cleaning cemeteries and
decorating graves is a traditional
springtime, pre-Memorial Day activity,

we are offering advice and sources of information
regarding ways to clear burial grounds and clean
grave markers in a manner that will not damage
them.  If you know of a cemetery in need of
preservation and are unable to perform the work
yourself, we suggest you contact your local
historical/genealogical society or other
organizations, such as Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts,
who conduct public service projects.

SPRING IS CEMETERY CLEAN-UP TIME
FOR MANY FAMILIES AND

ORGANIZATIONS

For information and advice on cleaning cemeteries
in general and grave markers in particular, refer to
the September 2000 issue of West Virginia
Archives and History News.  All issues of our
newsletter are accessible on our Web site at
http://www.wvculture.org/history/ahnews.html.
The West Virginia State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO), also a section of the Division of
Culture and History, featured West Virginia
cemeteries on their 2004 calendar.  Included with
the photographs and calendar pages are several
excellent articles:  
• West Virginia’s Cemeteries and the

National Register of Historic Places
• A Labor of Love: Protection and

Preservation of Historic Cemeteries

• Tombstone Iconography
• List of References and Resources
Unfortunately, all of the 2004 calendars have been
distributed; however, most West Virginia libraries
and genealogical/historical societies received
copies.  If you can not find anyone in your area
who has a publicly available copy, you may
request copies of the articles from:

Lora Lamarre
SHPO
WV Division of Culture and History
The Cultural Center
1900 Kanawha Blvd. East
Charleston, WV 25305
(304) 558-0240, Ext. 711
lora.lamarre@wvculture.org

While you are working in the cemetery, why not
complete a West Virginia Cemetery Survey form?
SHPO is responsible for the West Virginia
Cemetery Survey, which was initiated in 1995 to
gather and preserve information about cemeteries,
including the headstones and markers themselves.
The two-page survey form can be filled out by an
individual or an organization.  Data requested
includes: location (with topographic quadrangle
citation), ownership, access, condition,
descriptions of headstones, predominant surnames,
etc.  A complete listing of the names of those
buried is not required for the purposes of the
survey, but we in Archives and History would
prefer that you also provide copies of cemetery
records and/or a listing of information compiled
from the grave markers.  Forms are accepted for
any burial place in West Virginia, whether it is a




