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In the July issue of the West Virginia Historical Society Quarterly, we featured an
article by Merle T. Cole on the role of the West Virginia State Police in enforcing martial
law in Mingo County during the early 1920s. In this photo essay, Mr. Cole provides some
seldom seen images of that turbulent period. Mr. Cole is a 1969 graduate of Marshall
University and is emploved as a research personnel specialist with the USDA Agricultural
Research Service and is the acknowledged expert on the history of the West Virginia
State Police. He has kindly provided pictures of the State Police for the following
pictorial essay. The first two pictures are provided courtesy of the West Virginia
Department of Archives and History. The next eleven are from the Eastern Regional
Coal Archives, Craft Memorial Library, Bluefield WV: Accession 81-1, Randel Bond,
Records and Photographs of the Pocahontas Operator’s Association, 1880-1950. The
final picture is from the archives of the
West Virginia State Police.

Colonel Jackson Arnold,
Superintendent, West Virginia State
Police, 1919-1924. Picture Courtesy of
West Virginia State Archives.
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Captain James R. Brockus, commanding officer, Company B. WVSP. Brockus
was still with the WVSP in 1935, when, aged 60, he commanded a recruit training
company at Camp Conley near Point Pleasant. C. C. Stewart, “A Boy’s Dream, :
Goldenseal 25 (Spring 1999): 39-40.
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Horses provided most State Police mobility in Mingo County. Shown here are Private
John D. Squireson on “Nip” (left) and Corporal Charles Calhoun on “Tuck.”







