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SUMMER IN THE WV ARCHIVES

From the Editor:

mmer isalwaysan especially busy time

Sor the West Virginia Archives for

eral reasons. More people are

traveling and visiting the Archives Library for
anywherefrom an hour’ svisitasthey passthrough
town on the interstate, to a week’s intensive
research.  Many professonal and amateur
historians use their summers between school
semesters to research the original documents and
special collections available here. Last year one
gentlemanwasworking hisway acrossthe country
by bus investigating the effect of third partiesin
local and state elections over the years. Cousins,
both close kin and “kissing cousins’ who have
connected over the internet, schedule their
vacations together and meet herein the Archives
Librarytodotheir researchtogether. Occasionally
we discover that they are our relatives, too! (If
you are descended from Roane County natives,
then you are probably related to Bobby Taylor or
Elaine Gates!) Summer family reunions spark
interest in geneal ogy and draw more patronsto us.
Increased visitation at the Veterans Meamorial
brings requests for information about individual
names inscribed on the Memorial, or requests for
a name to be added. As usual, we have severa
young people working with us for the summer,
whom we will introduce to you in thisissue. In
other news, al of our library chairs have now

been re-upholstered. Those of you who have been
library patronsin the last year or so will be happy
to learn that new padding was added to the seats!
In addition to our gratitude for increased comfort
for patrons, we are pleased that the tastefuly
colorful fabric used to recover the cushions has
brightened up the room considerably.

ThelLighter Sideof Lifein the
West Virginia Archives

ewards are found in amost any

occupation. Humor is present in most

workplaces. The Archives is not any
different. Particularly when we have had a
stressful, hectic summer day in the Archives
Library, we appreciate a little comic relief or a
word of appreciation from a grateful patron. The
most touching patrons are those who stand in front
of us as they pick up their photocopies from the
desk, wave the documents in the air and
exuberantly exclaim “I finally have family!” All
too often the children of West Virginianativeswho
moved away a generation or two ago have lost
touch with their Mountain State families and feel
very adoneintheworld. Finding namesand other
information about their grandparents and great-
grandparents gives them a sense of sdf, a
knowledge of roots, that they were lacking. We
are always proud to have hel ped these peopl e trace
their heritage. Of course, we hear al kinds of
hilarious or potentially embarrassing stories about







