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Buil t  by John A. North, c l e r k  of t h e  Greenbrier D i s t r i c t  Court of 
Chancery of Virginia ,  about 1820, t h i s  p leasant  red-brick bui ld ing,  sur-  
rounded by t r ees ,  s tands  nea r ly  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  design. As one 
approaches t h e  house, t h e  double por t i co  which reaches on heavy columns t o  
support the  high pediment i n v i t e s  him t o  an a t t r a c t i v e ,  hand-carved entrance 
doorway with s i d e l i g h t s  and f a n l i g h t .  The second f l o o r  has a smaller  carved 
door which opens through a s i m i l a r l y  designed columned entrance t o  a 
balustraded porch. 

Large, shut tered  windows a r e  i n  abundance around t h e  s t r u c t u r e  which 
has a chimney p ro jec t ing  from each end of i t s  hipped roof.  On t h e  nor th ,  a 
two-story addi t ion  conta in ing a sun-parlor and porte-cochere was completed 
sometime before 1905. 

Not long a f t e r  t h e  house was b u i l t ,  perhaps about 1824, some very 
e labora te  hand-carved woodwork was added i n  the  c e n t r a l  hallway of the  f i r s t  
f l o o r  and the  room t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  entrance.  Around t h e  deep-set win- 
dows and doors, and a s  a p a r t  of themante l ,  a r e  heavy reeded column pedi- 
ments, above which a r e  d e n t i l  moulding and beading. There i s  a low paneled 
wainscot the  he igh t  of the  window s i l l s ,  and above the  windows i s  an extende 
carved cornice. 

The main p a r t  of the  house c o n s i s t s  of n ine  rooms, f i v e  on the  lower 
f l o o r  and four  on t h e  upper. The plan i s  a customary one of high-ceil inged,  
square rooms opening i n t o  a c e n t r a l  h a l l .  A l l  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, now 
painted ivory,  i s  s a i d  t o  be s o l i d  walnut, inc luding the  wide f loor ing.  
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The John A. North house, b u i l t  i n  1820 a s  t h e  home of t h e  c l e r k  of the 
Greenbrier  D i s t r i c t  Court o f  Chancery of V i r g i n i a ,  i s  an example of  an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  common t o  t h e  developing i n t e r i o r  v a l l e y s  of western 
V i r g i n i a  a s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  improvements of c a n a l s  and roads opened b e t t e r  
passage t o  t h e  Ohio River  from t h e  e a s t .  About t e n  yea r s  a f t e r  construc-  
t i o n ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  began u s e  a s  a  t ave rn  a long  t h e  main r o u t e  from Richmonc 
and c a t e r e d  t o  t h e  j u r i s t s  of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Cour t -of  Chancery and t h e  wester 
s e s s i o n s  of t h e  Supreme Court of Appeals of V i r g i n i a  which began a t  Lewis- 
burg on August 1, 1831. 

The house i s  a  two-story, r ed -b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  double p o r t i c o  
and some e l a b o r a t e  carved wood f e a t u r e s .  The p l a n  i s  a  customary one f o r  
t h e  t i m e  and area, f o r  as t h e  o l d  f r o n t i e r  became more prosperous and 
s e t t l e d ,  t hose  who could a f f o r d  i t  b u i l t  wel l -cons t ruc ted  and s u b s t a n t i a l  
homes. High-cei l inged,  square  rooms open i n t o  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  F i r ep l aces  
i n  each o f  t h e  major rooms suppl ied  warmth, and l a r g e  and abundant shut -  
t e r e d  windows i n v i t e d  l i g h t .  

John North was t h e  t h i r d  gene ra t ion  of  h i s  fami ly  i n  America and had 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  wes tern  v a l l e y s  of V i r g i n i a  a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e .  In 1818 h e  was 
appoin ted  c l e r k  i n  an expanding cour t  system and s e t t l e d  a t  Lewisburg 
where t h e  Greenbrier  Chancery D i s t r i c t  was loca t ed ,  b u i l d i n g  h i s  house on 
t h e  wes t e rn  edge of  town. A s  t h e  a r e a  grew and wes tern  Virg in ia ' s  s t a t u s  
i nc reased ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  provided f o r  annual s e s s i o n s  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  
Supreme Court o f  Appeals a t  Lewisburg. North was appointed t o  s e rve  a s  i t s  
c l e r k  and became a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  c a r e t a k e r  of  t h e  u n i t ' s  l i b r a r y .  

This  prosperous p u b l i c  s e rvan t  s o l d  h i s  house i n  1830 t o  James M. 
F r a z i e r ,  who converted t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  an o rd ina ry  and c a l l e d  i t  t h e  S t a r  
Tavern. F r a z i e r ' s  bus iness  was good, f o r  h e  c a t e r e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  
c o u r t  s e s s ions ,  and new roads  were b r ing ing  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers of t r a v e l e r s  
t o  t h e  a r e a  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  the  White Sulphur, S a l t  Sulphur,  Blue Sulphur 
and Sweet Spr ings  r e s o r t s .  This  p a t r o n i z i n g  pa id  o f f  i n  more ways than  
one f o r  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r ,  f o r  he cons t ruc t ed  a  new two-story bu i ld ing  i n t o  
which t h e  law l i b r a r y  was noved i n  1854. The s t r u c t u r e  serves  even today 
i n  a s i m i l a r  capac i ty  a s  t h e  Greenbrier  Library  and Museum. 

After  t h e  C i v i l  War, which perhaps s a w  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  t ave rn  a s  a  
temporary h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  r e v e r t e d  t o  a  more p r i v a t e  ex i s t ence .  
F r a z i e r ' s  e s t a t e  was s e t t l e d  i n  1871, and t h e  p rope r ty  passed t o  a  Colonel 
Joseph McPherson and h i s  daughter ,  w i f e  of a  Major John W. Ha r r i s .  With 
t h e  sare  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  1905 t o  t h e  Lewisburg Seminary and Conservatory 
of Music, u s e  a s  p a r t  of an  educa t iona l  es tab l i shment  was begun, ending 
only  i n  1972.  
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A landmark in Lewisburg, W.Va., the old North house or Star Tavern 
played a common role in early national development. Representative of a 
style of building much in evidence at the time, its use as an ordinary on the 
growing east-west network from Richmond and tidewater, Virginia, to the Kanawk 
and Ohio valleys played its part in westward movement. Such movement was ever 
evident in the reason for construction of the house for it was built by a 
man who moved to Lewisburg to take up duties in an expanding court system and 
soon became clerk to a western session of established Virginia's highest court 
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Dayton, Ruth Woods. Greenbrier Pioneers and Their Homes. Charleston, W.Va. 
West Virginia Publishing Co., 1942. (pp. 84-88) . Lewisburg Landmarks. Charleston, W.Va.: Education Foundatic 
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i n  t h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  a n d  cer t i fy  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  
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l e v e l  of s ign i f icance  of t h i s  nomination is: 

-chard M. Davis 

Title State Historic preservation 
Officer 

1 a t e  May 9,  1974 
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I hereby cer t i fy  tha t  t h i s  property is included i n  the  

Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r .  

Director,  Off ice  of Archeology  and Histor ic  Preservat ion  

Cnte . 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of T h e  National R e g i s t e r  

t a t e  
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