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David Tuckwil ler  and h i s  wi fe ,  S a l l i e  Linson Tuckwil ler ,  b u i l t  what be- 
came known a s  Tuckwil ler  Tavern about 1828 on land given David by h i s  f a t h e r  
i n  1815. It i s  g e n e r a l l y  accepted t h a t  t h e  b r i c k  house was cons t ruc t ed  by 
John W. Dunn and David K. Spo t t s ,  l o c a l  brickmasons, c o n t r a c t o r s ,  and "arch i -  
t e c t s "  who burned b r i c k s  on t h e  grounds and took most of t h r e e  y e a r s  (1826- 
1828) t o  complete t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and i t s  many dependencies.  

This s t a l w a r t ,  b u t  p i c tu re sque  house has  marks of  t h e  e a r l y ,  r u s t i c a t e d  
Greek Revival  a r c h i t e c t u r e  much favored by Dunn. Tuckwil ler  Tavern i s  a  : . :  
l a rge ,  two-story (p lus  basement) r ec t angu la r  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  wi th  a  one-story 
e l l  t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  west s i d e .  On a  s t r o n g  f i e l d  s t o n e  foundat ion  t h e  
b u i l d e r s  e r e c t e d  twelve inch  t h i c k  o u t e r  wa l l s  and even s t o u t e r  seventeen  
inch  deep i n t e r i o r  suppor t s  and d i v i d e r s .  The u n i t  has  a  s imple p l a n  of  
four ,  roughly squa re  (18' 10" x 1 9 ' )  rooms on each f l o o r  of t h e  f r o n t  s ec t io i  
(branching from f u l l - l e n g t h ,  n ine  f o o t  wide ha l lways) ,  two sma l l e r  rooms i n  
t h e  e l l ,  and a  basement d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  a r eas .  Each of t h e  rooms i s  
served by a  s e p a r a t e  f i r e p l a c e ,  t h e  four  on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  -of 
t h e  main s e c t i o n  housed i n  i n d i v i d u a l  e x t e r i o r  chimneys which r i s e  h igh  abovc 
t h e  gable  ends of t h e  h igh-p i tched  roof .  Rooms i n  t h e  e l l  sha re  an i n t e r i o r  
chimney loca t ed  along t h e  p a r t i t i o n .  

Windows (916 double hung on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 616 double hung on t h e  
second) symmetr ical ly  break  the  f r o n t  (nor th)  facade,  two be ing  p laced  on . 

e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  main en t r ance  door wi th  f i v e  be ing  loca t ed  on t h e  second 
f l o o r  of t h i s  e l e v a t i o n .  F i r s t - s t o r y  rooms a l s o  have a  window t o  t h e  s i d e  o: 
the  f i rep lace  on t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  between t h e  chimneys, and t h e r e  a r e  two 
windows on t h e  second f l o o r  of t he  west e l e v a t i o n  wi th  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
room having openings t o  t h e  r e a r .  A porch, enhanced by four  massive, wh i t e  
wooden columns, s t r e t c h e s  ac ros s  about two-thirds  of  t h e  f r o n t ,  having r e -  
placed t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i c o  i n  1911 ( t h i s  i s  t h e  only  change t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
e x t e r i o r ) .  Another porch completely surrounds t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  e l l  a t  the 
back of t h e  house. 

S leepers  suppor t ing  t h e  bu i ld ing  a r e  l a r g e ,  whole oak t r e e  t runks  s t i l l  
covered with heavy ba rk  and exposed t o  s i g h t  i n  t h e  basement. J o i s t s  of  t h e  
second f l o o r  a r e  concealed,  4" x 4" whip-sawn t imbers .  I n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  
heavy and r a t h e r  p l a i n  except  f o r  t h e  b e a u t i f u l l y  reeded mantels .  Some o f  
t h e  o ld  f l o o r s  of wide boards fas tened  by square i r o n  n a i l s  a r e  s t i l l  i n  use :  
but  o t h e r s  have been rep laced  o r  covered wi th  pegged, random-width oak. Hal: 
en t rance  doors  a r e  of  wide boards ba t tened  on t h e  i n s i d e  and r e in fo rced  wi th  
long, hand-wrought i r o n  s t r a p s ,  wh i l e  a l l  o t h e r s  a r e  paneled and have t h e  
o r i g i n a l  locks  and h inges .  The only change ever  made t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was thc 
p lac ing  of a  doorway between two f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  
main h a l l .  

To t h e  r e a r  of Tuckwil ler  Tavern s tands  a  b r i c k  smokehouse, t h e  l a s t  
remnant of t h e  numerous b r i c k  ou tbu i ld ings  cons t ruc t ed  about t h e  t ime of t h e  
main house. These o r i g i n a l l y  included a  h u e b a r n ,  granary,  s lavehouse and 
blacksmith shop, a l l  t o r n  down about 1920 t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  U.S. 
Route 60 i n  t h e  a r ea .  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Among t h e  many bui ld ings  which have influenced the  h i s t o r y  of south- 
eas te rn  West Virginia ,  Tuckwiller Tavern c e r t a i n l y  deserves mention as  a 
noteworthy example of an exce l l en t ly  designed and executed s t r u c t u r e  which 
served i n  t h e  growth of the  a r e a ' s  economy. I t s e l f  t h e  cen te r  of a f i n e  
s t r e t c h  of farmland, t h e  tavern became a frequented s top  along a rou te  whic 
tapped t h e  i n t e r i o r  of western Virginia  t o  t h e  Ohio country and provided a 
major east-west access f o r  the  flow of c a p i t a l ,  labor  and raw mater ia ls .  
The s ign i f i cance  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  fu r the r  by m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  region 
during the  C i v i l  War, f o r  i t s  p r i z e  was recognized i n  t h e  i s sues  of economi 
and p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  as  a  gateway t o  t h e  Kanawha Valley. 

Tuckwiller Tavern is  one of the  bes t  samples of t h e  r u s t i c a t e d  archi -  
t e c t u r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of master bui lder  John Dunn i n  t h e  southeastern 
port ion of what i s  now West Virginia.  This l a rge  and imposing b r ick  
s t r u c t u r e  s tands  as a s o l i d  reminder of modified Greek Revival l i n e s  placed 
upon a former f r o n t i e r  with a growing soph i s t i ca t ion .  The p a i r s  of high 
e x t e r i o r  chimneys and s teep gable roof provided the  p r a c t i c a l  i n  warmth fro] 
l a rge  and p l e n t i f u l  f i r e p l a c e s  and as  protec t ion aga ins t  t h e  elements, but  
they a l s o  contr ibuted t o  t h e  picturesque a i r  of t h i s  magnificent s top along 
t h e  James River and Kanawha Turnpike . 

The tavern  was constructed under the  auspices of David Tuckwiller who 
had received t h e  land from h i s  f a t h e r  i n  1815. Together with i t s  out- 
buildings (a s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i ck  barn as  wel l  as  o the r  log barns,  a  smokehous~ 
granary, slavehouse, blacksmith shop and s tone  s t i l l ) ,  t he  main house was 
a reminder of t h e  p rosper i ty  of the  hardy German family which had come t o  
the  a rea  from t h e  Valley of Virginia  about 1776. David ran a successful  
farming opera t ion,  but  he i s  bes t  remembered as  hos t  t o  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  public 
which passed along t h e  major highway between the  Ohio River and the  e a s t  i n  
t h i s  p a r t  of Virginia .  Drovers e spec ia l ly  l iked  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  of t h e  farm 
f o r  they always could expect good lodging, meals and f i n e  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  
animals. Tuckwiller Tavern became a must s top on t h e  way t o  t h e  markets 
a t  Richmond, Baltimore and Philadelphia. 

As with i t s  note i n  the  commerce between e a s t  and west, t h e  place a l s o  
played a r o l e  i n  the  developing t r anspor ta t ion  system. It became a s tage  
stop along t h e  turnpike and helped f o s t e r  a growth i n  t h e  use of the  rou te  
as  a preferred  highway. Guaranteed accommodations a t  regular  i n t e r v a l s  
made t r a v e l  e a s i e r ,  and the  h o s p i t a l i t y  displayed he re  added t o  the  renown 
of i t s  p ropr ie to r .  U n t i l  about 1872, when the  r a i l r o a d  captured much of 
t h e  business i n  shipping animals t o  the  e a s t ,  Tuckwiller Tavern remained 
an impressive s top along the  way. 

During t h e  C i v i l  War, a skirmish occurred a shor t  d i s t ance  from t h e  
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house a t  a p lace  ca l l ed  Tuckwiller H i l l .  Many of the  wounded were t rea ted  
a t  the  tavern, and several  died there.  Its use as  a headquarters and 
barracks i n  1864 by Union General David Hunter adds t o  i t s  d i s t inc t ion ,  
more so because it was not destroyed (Hunter had a reputat ion f o r  d e s t r u c t i o ~  
of property i n  t h e  area) than because i t  housed high mi l i t a ry  personnel. 

With t he  end of i t s  extensive service  as  a place of r e sp i t e  f o r  t he  
t rave le r ,  t he  house continued t o  serve as t he  center of a prosperous farm. 
The land is  s t i l l  good, and pr ize  stock i s  current ly  being ra ised by a 
corporation p a r t l y  under the  ownership of descendants of David Tuckwiller. 
The old tavern i s  no l e s s  sturdy and impressive with age. I n  fac t ,  today i t  
s t i l l  s tands out as  one of the f i n e s t  homes i n  southeastern West Virginia.  

G P O  621-724  
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