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historic Rankin 0ctagonal'Barn - 

and or common 

2, Location 
- -- 

. . 
street & number 1 ,I QT, 3 - not for publication - 

city, town 1 ( *  / >vicinity of 

state West Virginia code 54  county Jackson code 035 

3. Classification 
Category Qwnership Status 

- - -  

Present Use 
__ district public X occupied agriculture museum 
-- building(s) X private unoccupied -- commercial - park 

structure --- both work in progress educational - private residence 
_. site Pu lic Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious P --- object N A i n  process & yes: restricted government - scientific 

themat ic  being considered - _  yes: unrestricted su r vey __ industrial __ transportation 
no military - other: 

name Okey L. Butcher 
- -- 

street & number Route 2, Box 94 
--- - 

city, town Ravenswood -5 vtcmity of state West Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jackson County Courthouse - - -- - - - . - - -- 

street & number 
-- - . -- - 

city, town Ripley state West Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

. -- - . . - - - --- 
X has this property been determined eligible? -- yes no title Round and Polygonal Barns o f  West 

September 1. 1SB4 Virginia 
da!e x -_  - _  _ _________ __ -- federal __ state -- county _- local - -. - -- - - - - -  

depository for survey records His tor ic  Preservation Unit, -_ West Virginia - - Department _ -  o f  Cul ture and History -- 

The Cul tura l  Center. Capi to l  Complex, Charleston 
city, t o a n  state West Virginia 
- - - - -- -- - . - - -- -- -- - -  - --___I___ _ __-__ - 



7 ,  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-- excellent deteriorated . unaltered -X original stte 

good - ruins -- altered -- - moved date 
N /A 
- . - - - - - - -. . - -  - 

2 fair -- unexposed 
- - -- -- - _ - - _ -  _ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Rankin Octagonal Barn is o f  fa i r l y  simple construction. an eight-sided farme structure covered 
w i t h  ver t ica l  wide board siding. each side o f  the octagon measuring 24 feet i n  length. There is no 
foundation: the s i l l  beams rest on single stone blocks a t  the angles of  the octagon. The roof  is 
covered w i t h  corrugated sheeting. w i t h  a matching octagonal cupola w i t h  a sectional conical roof  
covered i n  the same macerial. The roo f  is the most unusual feature o f  the FBnkin barn, and is unlike 
any other round or polygonal barn roo f  i n  the state. Basically a modif ied sectional design, the roof 
is bu i l t  i n  t w o  sections which seem separate when viewed f r om the outside, giving i t  a disjointed 
appearance. but  which can be seen t o  be at tached f rom the interior. creat ing a clerestory ef fect .  
Since there are no windows or l ight  openings i n  the siding. th is unusual design was probably intended 
t o  provide some l igh t  inside the barn. 

The cupola. which would also have provided a cer ta in  amount o f  l ight  and venti lat ion, is  now boarded 
over a t  the base. and has been since before the current  owners bought the farm. The cupola is also 
fu l l y  covered w i t h  siding around i t s  exterior. but  Was probably originally open in to  the barn, w i t h  
louvered siding or even f u l l  windows fo r  the necessary venti lat ion. The barn i tse l f  is i n  reasonable 
condit ion and is being maintained by the owners. who are slowly repairing sections of  the f loor and 
the roof. The f loor  jo ists have suffered some deterioration, and the sleeper/sill logs on the hillside 
elevat ion are i n  poor condition. 



Period 
prehistoric 

_ l4OO-l499 
.- .__ 1500-1599 

1600-1699 
. 1700-1799 
-X 1800-7 899 

1900- 

Areas of SignificanceCheck and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic conservation 

X agriculture ecoiiomics 
.X architecture education 

art engineering . - 

- commerce exploratron settlement 
- - communications industry 

invention 

landscape architecture religion 
law . science 
l~terature . - sculpture 
military - social' 
music humanitarian 
ph~losophy - theater 
polltics government transportation 

-- other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Rankin Octagonal Barn is one o f  only two  octagonal barns known t o  have been bu i l t  i n  West 
Virginia, and the  only one s t i l l  standing. Few round and octagonal barns were ever constructed 
i n  th is state, and the Rankin barn is one of  f i ve  s t i l l  in  existence. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

The Wnkin Octagonal Barn a t  Wilding, near Ravenswood i n  Jackson County. was bu i l t  by the  
Rankin family, probably George L. Rankin, a Jackson County representative t o  the West Virginia 
House o f  Delegates. 

George Rankin was born near Ravenswood and was educated a t  the West Virginia School f o r  the 
Deaf and Bl ind a t  Romney and Lane Theological Seminary i n  Cincinnati. Ohio. H e  was ordained 
a minister i n  the Presbyterian Church and lectured publ ic ly un t i l  1918. when he was elected t o  
the House o f  Delegates. Al though the property was passed down through several generations o f  
Rankins, the fami ly  l e f t  Jackson County during the Dpress ion o f  the 1930's and the f a rm  was rented 
out fo r  some years. The present owner. Okey L. Butcher, bought the property f r om the Wilkinson 
fami ly  i n  1958. 

The Rankin barn  is the only octagonal barn s t i l l  standing i n  West Virginia. one of  only two  known 
t o  have been bu i l t  i n  the state. Al though two  possible construction dates have been put f o r t h  - 
c. 1905 and the 1090's - the ear l ier  date is more likely. since the ma jo r i t y  o f  octegonal barns were 
bu i l t  before 1900, predating the introduct ion of  the cyl indr ical  silo. Vert ical  siding. l ike that  used 
on the Rankin barn. is  generally found i n  ear l ier  barns, as is the typical  ground f loor arrangement 
o f  a central  a l ley  w i t h  stal ls s i tuated on the side. I n  addition. local t rad i t ion states that  the barn 
was bu i l t  several years before the house on the property was constructed in  1900. Car l  Shockey, 
82 years o ld  and a l i fe long resident of  the area. remembers the barn standing when he was a small 
child. Shockey also remembers working for the Rankins as a boy. threshing hay and loading it i n  
the  octagonal barn. 

Although the Rankin Octagonal Barn bears some resemblance t o  the Kuykendall Polygonal Barn a t  
Romney, where George Wnkin was educated. no d i rect  relationship hetween the two  barns can be 
established. However, i f  Rankin did model his octagonal barn af ter  the Romney structure. it would 
place a l a t e r  construct ion on the  Ravenswood barn, since the Kuykendall barn is known t o  have 
been bui It about 1906. 

The Butchers and other local  residents believe the barn t o  have beer: constructed by a carpenter 
f rom Pennsylvania by the name o f  Carmichael, who is ssid t o  have bu i l t  several round and/or 
polygonal barns in tha t  state. Mr. Carmichael came t o  the Ravenswood area i n  the la te  1800's, and 
his granddaughter s t i l l  l ives in the Wilding vic ini ty.  
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6. 

11 8. Georrra~hical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name SandWi 1 le 
UT M References 

Zone Easting 

c w  L L L d  u u u 
Ew u 11111111 F W  u u 
GU I I i 1 1 ' 1  I 1  "L.J-J u u 
Verbal boundary description and justification 
Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on County Route 3 ( ~ J l d i n g  Road) oppos i t e  t h e  Rankin Octagonal Barn 
and approximately 100 f t .  due no r th  of t h e  b a r n ' s  n o r t h  elev., t h e  boundary proceeds 100 f t .  
i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  a long  the  south  edge of Route 3 ,  200 f t .  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  south ,  thence  

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N /A 
-- code county code 

state code county code 

1 4 .  Form Prepared By 

namehitie Ralph Pedersen. A.I.A. Archi tect  / Marao staf ford 

organization Preservation All iance o f  West Virginia, Inc. date September 1, 1984 

street & number P- 0. Box 1 1 35 telephone 624-9298 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national -- X state local 
-- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 

/ \ 
title State Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  Of £ i c e  May 2, 1985 

For NPS use only 
t hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register 

u, 
date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 
Chief of Registration 

G P O  894-7811 
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Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  

200 f t .  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  e a s t ,  thence 200 f e e t  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  northward t o  a 
p o i n t  of convergence wi th  Route 3 ,  thence 100 f t .  a long the  south  edge of Route 3 
t o  t h e  p o i n t  of beginning;  i n c l u s i v e  of a square centered  wi th  t h e  barn .  There 
are no c o n t r i b u t i n g  dependent s t r u c t u r e s  on the  nominated si te.  




