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MARTIN HALL 

Martin Hal l  was completed i n  1870 a t  a  c o s t  of $22,855. It i 's a h igh  
2%-story (plus  basement) b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  l a i d  i n  a  running bond and i s  i n  
t h e  Second Empire E c l e c t i c  s t y l e .  The foundat ion i s  c u t  s tone  and i s  toppec 
by a  s tone  water tab le .  The nor the rn  f a c i n g  f r o n t  en t rance  i s  s l i g h t l y  pro- 
j e c t e d  from t h e  r e s t  of t he  facade and, l i k e  t h e  c o m e r s ,  i s  marked wi th  
s t o n e  quoins. The en t rance  archway i s  adorned with s tones  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
quoins.  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  window tops  a r e  bowed whi le  t h e  second s t o r y  windows 
a r e  c i r c u l a r l y  headed. A l l  have cen te red  keystones;  t h e  c e n t r a l  s ec t ioned ,  
second s t o r y  window a l s o  has s i d e  l i g h t s .  

The mansard roof i s  covered with s l a t e  sh ing le s  and adorned on a l l  
s i d e s  by arched dormers. Brackets support  i t s  i n t r i c a t e  corn ice .  On t h e  
c e n t e r  of t h e  roof r e s t s  a  wooden octagonal-columned cupola wi th  onion 
shaped dome. Un t i l  1911 t h e  Seth Thomas Clock, which i s  now i n  t h e  woodburl 
H a l l  tower, was housed i n  t h i s  open cupola.  

WOODBURN HALL 

The cons t ruc t ion  of Woodbum H a l l  s t a r t e d  i n  1874 and t h e  c e n t r a l  
p o r t i o n  was completed i n  June 1876, a t  a  cos t  of $41,500. The n o r t h  and 
south wings were designed by Elmer F. Jacobs and were completed i n  1900 and 
1911 r e spec t ive ly .  

Like Martin Hal l ,  i t  i s  l a i d  i n  a  running bond, has  a  s l a t e - sh ing led ,  
mansard roof ,  a  bracketed roof co rn i ce ,  and i s  Second Empire E c l e c t i c  i n  
s t y l e .  I t s  symmetric wings a r e  topped wi th  two dormers f r o n t  and back and 
a  small  tower on t h e  extreme ends. These dormers, a s  we l l  a s  t he  dormer i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  main u n i t ,  a r e  crowned with pediments; t h e  dormers i n  t h e  
v e s t i b u l e s  have arched tops .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  windows a r e  arched wh i l e  those  on t h e  second f l o o r  a r e  
bowed. 

The foundat ion and wa te r t ab l e  a r e  s tone .  
A small  tower s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  ones on t h e  wings i s  placed t o  t h e  r e a r  01 

t h e  main sec t ion .  A l a r g e r ,  more e l a b o r a t e  one i s  a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  
It i s  cons t ruc ted  of b r i c k  and i s  crowned by a  cupola and c lock  tower. 

CHITWOOD HALL 

The t h r e e - s t o r i e d  (p lus  basement) Chitwood H a l l  i s  l a i d  i n  a  c m o n  
bond, and the  facade i s  decorated wi th  equal  b r i c k  quoins.  The b u i l d i n g  
was e rec t ed  and equipped i n  t h e  sununer of 1893, completing t h e  cons t ruc t ion  
of Woodburn C i r c l e .  It f aces  Mart in  H a l l  and has  a  l a r g e  arched en t r ance  
i n  f r o n t .  The des ign  i n  t h a t  arch i s  hand carved and i s  completed by a  
broom f i n i s h .  Above the  archway i s  a  wrought i r o n  balcony; above it a r e  
t h r e e  round b r i ck  inden ta t ions .  (The balcony t o  t he  r e a r  of t he  b u i l d i n g  
has  been removed.) 

Of the  t h r e e  main l e v e l s  of windows, only t h e  second s t o r y  has  arched 

tops ;  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows and t h e  smal l  t h i r d  s t o r y  windows a r e  double 
hung. 

The s l a t e - sh ing led ,  hipped roof h a s  a  dormer toward t h e  south wi th  a  
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Because of t h e  age of i t s  b u i l d i n g s  and the  near  d e s t r u c t i o n  of i t s  
property during t h e  C i v i l  War, Woodbum C i r c l e  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ;  
because of t h e  e r u d i t e  i n f luence  i t s  bu i ld ings  have had over t h e  l i v e s  of 
so many, it i s  educa t iona l ly  s i g n i f i c a q t ;  and because of t h e  beauty of t h e  
landscape, i t  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

The bu i ld ing  f o r  which t h e  d i s t r i c t  and one of i t s  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  now 
named was c a l l e d  Woodburn Female Seminary. In  1853, t he  Reverend John R. 
5oore and h i s  wi fe  ~ l i z a b e t h  came t o  Morgantown. M r .  Moore became p r i n c i -  
pal  of t he  Monongalia Academy and, dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  few yea r s  of h i s  
s e rv i ces ,  observed t h e  l a c k  of s u i t a b l e  educa t ion  f o r  g i r l s .  Consequently, 
ne and El izabe th  e s t a b l i s h e d  the  much needed seminary. El izabe th  wanted 
t o  name the  new i n s t i t u t i o n  I1~oodburne,"  t h e  name of a  ch i e f  c h a r a c t e r  i n  
S i r  Walter s c o t t ' s  novel Guy Mannering. Because of a  small  s t ream running 
l e a r  t h e  s i t e ,  Reverend Moore thought  i t  more appropr i a t e  t o  combine t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of t he  name wi th  t h e  noun meaning "a s t r eamle t  i n  a  
shady glen." M r .  Moore then served a s  super in tendent  and M r s .  Moore f i l l e d  
the p o s i t i o n s  of lady p r i n c i p a l ,  t e ache r  of mental h e a l t h ,  moral h e a l t h ,  
and mathematics. 

In  1863, Confederate t roops  invaded Morgantown and attempted t o  burn 
the River Bridge. When t h i s  proved unsuccessfu l ,  they  occupied t h e  seminary 
grounds. The quick th ink ing  Mrs. Moore calmly i n s t r u c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  
i n v i t e  t h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  and t o  s e r v e  them bread,  b u t t e r ,  and co f fee .  Because 
~ f  t h i s  no r the rn  woman's "southern h o s p i t a l i t y , "  t h e  Confederates l e f t  
~ i t h o u t  r u i n i n g  t h e  proper ty .  

I n  1864, t h e  Reverend Moore d i ed ,  and wi th in  a  few yea r s ,  Mrs. Moore 
sold t h e  Seminary t o  t he  owners of t h e  Academy. I n  1867, t h e  combined 
> r o p e r t i e s  were donated t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  and by an a c t  of t h e  West V i r g i n i a  
Legis la ture ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  College of West V i r g i n i a  was permanently 
s t a b l i s h e d ;  on December 4, 1868, t h e  name was changed t o  West V i r g i n i a  
Jn ive r s i t y  . The "un ive r s i t y  l i f  el1 of  t h e  Woodburn Seminary b u i l d i n g  was 
jhor t l ived ,  however, because i n  February 1873, t h e  bu i ld ing  was completely 
lestroyed by f i r e .  

The bu i ld ing  now known as  Woodburn Ha l l  was b u i l t  i n  1876 on t h e  same 
s i t e  a s  i t s  name-sake. It was c a l l e d  New Ha l l  a t  t h e  t ime of i t s  cons t ruc-  
:ion; however, i n  1878, t h e  name was changed t o  Univers i ty  Hal l  and f i n a l l y  
:o Woodburn Hal l  i n  1902. Like so many u n i v e r s i t y  campus bu i ld ings ,  Wood- 
)urn  Hal l  has  been used f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of purposes,  inc luding  commencements, 
~ u s i c  c l a s s e s ,  and s o c i a l  s c i ence  c l a s s e s .  

Although t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  i n  1876, i t  i s  no t  t h e  
) l d e s t  i n  Woodburn C i r c l e ;  Mart in  Ha l l  ho lds  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  s i n c e  i t  w a s  
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7.  DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

chimney t o  e i t h e r  s i d e .  A l a rge ,  i n t r i c a t e  c o r n i c e  l i e s  on a  45 degree angle  
wi th  t h e  f a c i a  and extends around a l l  s i d e s  except  t h e  r e a r .  It i s  jo ined  t o  
t h e  b r i c k  by "egg and d a r t "  moulding. I t s  wooden s o f f i t  a l s o  has  d e t a i l e d  
carv ing .  

The bu i ld ing  i s  l a t e  19th century  e c l e c t i c  i n  s t y l e .  

8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

b u i l t  i n  1870. It was f i r s t  named Un ive r s i t y  Ha l l ,  then i n  1878, Prepara tory  
Ha l l ,  and, f i n a l l y ,  i n  1899, Martin Hal l  i n  honor of Alexander Martin,  t h e  
f i r s t  p re s iden t  of West V i rg in i a  Univers i ty .  

The S c o t t i s h  born Martin was a  graduate  of Allegheny College, an 
academy i n s t r u c t o r  and p r i n c i p a l ,  a  Methodist-Episcopal min i s t e r ,  and a  
h o s p i t a l  admin i s t r a to r  during t h e  C i v i l  War be fo re  he  came t o  Morgantown. I n  
t h e  e i g h t  years  t h a t  he served a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  he  became known as  a  " s t r i c t  
d i s c i p l i n a r i a n "  and was respons ib le  wi th  i n c r e a s i n g  the  s i z e  of enrol lment .  
Disagreeing wi th  the  Board of Regents' dec i s ion  t o  e l e c t  a  p re s iden t  annual ly ,  
Martin res igned  t o  take  the  pos t  of p r e s i d e n t  a t  Depauw Univers i ty .  Ignor ing  
t h e  popular  d e s i r e  f o r  him t o  r e t u r n ,  he  s tayed  on a t  Depauw u n t i l  h i s  dea th  
i n  1893. 

The Hatch Act i n  1887 and t h e  Second M o r r i l l  Act of 1890 gave West V i r -  
g i n i a  Univers i ty  an inc rease  i n  expected funds. As a  r e s u l t ,  many of t h e  
p re sen t  bu i ld ings  were cons t ruc ted .  Among them were Mechanical Hal l ,  Com- 
mencement (Reynolds) Hal l ,  and Science Hal l ,  t h e  l a s t  of which was e rec t ed  i n  
1893 becoming t h e  newest member of t h e  Woodburn C i r c l e  t r i umvi ra t e .  A t  f i r s t  
t h e  r e a r  s e c t i o n  ( t h e  l e g  of t h e  "T-shaped" s t r u c t u r e )  was two s t o r i e s  i n  
he igh t  u n l i k e  t h e  th ree - s to r i ed  f r o n t  s e c t i o n ,  bu t  i n  1909 a  t h i r d  f l o o r  was 
added, thus  making t h e  bu i ld ing  equa l ly  h igh  a l l  around. By 1914, with t h e  
except ion  of two r ecep t ion  rooms occupied by t h e  Department of Comerce,  t h e  
e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  was used f o r  physics  and chemistry.  One room was used e n t i r e 1  
f o r  t h e  housing of t h e  West V i rg in i a  S t a t e  Standards of Weights and Measures. 
I n  t h e  basement was t h e  r ad io  o r  "wireless"  room which t r ansmi t t ed  messages t o  
and rece ived  messages from the  Navy S t a t i o n  i n  Washington, D.C .  

Comonly a s soc i a t ed  with Science Ha l l  was t h e  well-known s c i e n t i s t ,  
humanitar ian,  and p ro fe s so r ,  Alber t  M. Reese, Ph.D. He came t o  t he  Univers i ty  
i n  1907 a s  a s s o c i a t e  professor  of zoology a f t e r  r ece iv ing  h i s  degrees from 
Johns Hopkins i n  1898 and 1900. He then  went on t o  become head of h i s  depa r t -  
ment, b r ing ing  i t s  s tandards  up t o  n a t i o n a l  r ecogn i t i on .  In  add i t i on  t o  
w r i t i n g  many s c i e n t i f i c  t e x t s ,  he  gained honors by a c t i n g  a s  zoology co l l ab -  
o r a t o r  wi th  t h e  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  and being a  member of one of i t s  ex- 
p e d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Or i en t .  He a l s o  accompanied Carnegie I n s t i t u t i o n  on an 
exped i t i on  t o  South America and became a  member of Phi Beta Kappa, Beta Theta  
P i  F r a t e r n i t y ,  and p re s iden t  of t h e  West V i r g i n i a  Academy of Science. He 
r e t i r e d  i n  1946 and was awarded t h e  "Order of Vandalia" i n  1964 by West V i r -  

g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y .  
I n  t h e  s u m e r  of 1972, Science H a l l  was renamed Chitwood Hal l  i n  honor of 

D r .  O l ive r  P. Chitwood. D r .  Chitwood, who rece ived  h i s  degrees from William 

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

and Mary and Johns Hopkins, served a s  l i b r a r i a n  a t  W i l l i a m  and Mary, head 
master  a t  Richard Academy, and p ro fe s so r  a t  Mercer Univers i ty  before  coming t o  
W.V.U. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  many s c h o l a s t i c  awards, h e  i s  c r e d i t e d  f o r  w r i t i n g  - 
o r  co-wr i t ing  ~ u s t i c i g  c o l o n i a l  America; The 1-ediate Causes --- of t h e  Great 
War; The United S t a t e s ,  from Colony t o  World Power; Richard Henry Lee S t a t e s -  --- -, 
man of t h e  Revolution; and A History of Colonia l  America. The l a s t  has  been --- 
used a s  a  c o l l e g e  t e x t  f o r  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  c l a s s e s .  

Among t h e  g r e a t  names a s soc i a t ed  wi th  Woodburn Hall  i s  James Morton 
Callahan. Af t e r  res idence  and s tudy  i n  Indiana,  D r .  Callahan a t tended  Johns 
Hopkins Un ive r s i t y .  I n  1902 he began h i s  long c a r e e r  a t  West V i rg in i a  Univer- 
s i t y ,  f o r  i n  t h a t  year  he was named chairman of t h e  department of h i s t o r y  and 
p o l i t i c a l  sc ience .  Adding t o  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  t eache r ,  D r .  Callahan served a s  
dean of  t h e  College of Ar ts  and Sciences from 1916 t o  1929 and cont inued a c t i v ,  
i n s t r u c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1940's .  Even then he d id  not  r e s ign  himself  t o  
r e t i r emen t ;  he was involved i n  r e sea rch  u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1956. P r imar i ly  
known a s  a d ip lomat ic  h i s t o r i a n ,  D r .  Cal lahan deserves increased  r ecogn i t i on  
f o r  t h e  p a r t  he  played i n  developing s t a t e  and l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  He was of t h e  
opin ion  t h a t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  fundamental p r i n c i p l e s  of community 
l i f e  i n  t h e  s imples t  terms p o s s i b l e  and be l ieved  t h a t  progress  should be made 
from t h e  r eg iona l  scene t o  n a t i o n a l  and world h i s t o r y .  Among h i s  volumes a r e  
H i s to ry  of t h e  Making of Morgantown, West V i rg in i a :  A Type Study i n  Trans- -- - -- 
Appalachian Local His tory ,  H i s to ry  of West V i r g i n i a ,  The United S t a t e s  and - 
Canada, and The Monroe Doctr ine - and Inter-American Rela t ions .  

Woodburn C i r c l e ,  a  d i s t i n c t  group of  s t r u c t u r e s  separa ted  from much of 
t h e  main campus of West V i r g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y  by Univers i ty  Avenue on t h e  e a s t ,  
Stadium Bridge on t h e  nor th ,  Mountaineer F i e l d  ( f o o t b a l l  stadium) on t h e  west,  
and a  driveway, parking l o t  and h i l l  on t h e  south ,  has  been t h e  academic 
c e n t e r  and geographic landmark of t h e  Un ive r s i t y  s i n c e  i t s  incept ion .  The 
bu i ld ings ,  cons t rucred  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  grounds granted  t h e  s t a t e  a f t e r  t h e  
C i v i l  War, formed the  co re  a s  t h e  school  grew from i t s  one major, a l l -pu rpose  
u n i t  (Martin Ha l l )  i n  1870 t o  a  mult i -dimensional  s t a t u s  by t h e  l a t e  1890's 
with t h r e e  c e n t r a l  bu i ld ings  ( t h e  p re sen t  C i r c l e  group) and an a g r i c u l t u r a l  
experiment s t a t i o n .  As time passed, t h e  c l u s t e r  always remained t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  campus and continued t o  be regarded a s  t he  o r i g i n a l  f o c a l  po in t  from 
which t h e  school  grew. Now t h e  o l d e s t  group of bu i ld ings  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
Woodburn C i r c l e  remains a s  t he  base of academic and geographic i d e n t i t y  of an 
expanding, many-faceted complex. 
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FORM P R E P A R E D  BY 
tAME AND TITLE.  George A. Smyth, Archi tec t ,  Ted McGee, F i e l d  Agent, & James E .  

Harding, Research Analyst 
Y R G A N I  ZATION DATE 

West V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission kebruary 24. 1974 
TREET ANONUMBER: 

Old Mounta in la i r ,  West Vi rg in ia  Un ive r s i t y  
:ITY OR TOWN: 

Morgantown 

STATE LlAfSON OFFICER C 

As the designated State L i a i s o n  Of f icer  for the Na- 

t iona l  H is tor ic  Preservat ion Ac t  o f  1966 (Publ ic  Law 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion 

i n  the Nat iona l  Register and cer t i fy  that i t  has been 

 valuated acco rd iw  to the c- i ter ia and procecbres set 

forth by  the Nat iona l  Park  Service. The recommended 

leve l  of  s igni f icance of th is npmpa t ion  is:  

T i t l e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  
Of f i ce r  

Date  October 29, 1974 

TATE CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  5 4 

NATIONAL REGtSTER YERlf fCAT#IN 

I hereby ce r t i f y  that t h i s  property is included in the 

Nat iona l  Register.  

- 
Director,  O f f i c e  o f  Archeology  end Hietoric Preeerval ion 

Keeper  o f  The National Register 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

' Forrn ~ o - ~ o a  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S T A T E  

(Continuation Sheet) 

(JUIY 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

I E N T R Y N U M B E R  D A T E  

I 

West Vi rg in ia  

'Number all entriea) 

PROPERTY MAP FORM (Continued) 

Now located a t  the  northwestern end of t h e  main campus of West Vi rg in ia  
Universi ty,  woodburn C i r c l e  i s  separated from much of t h e  rest of t h e  a r e a  
by thoroughfares and n a t u r a l  geographic f ea tu res .  On t he  e a s t  i t  faces  Univer 
s i t y  Avenue, a  heav i ly  t raveled  s t r e e t  which c u t s  i t  from t h e  e a s t e r n  por t ions  
of t h e  campus. To t h e  nor th  i s  Stadium Bridge which t r a v e r s e s  a  deep ravine  
and passes behind Mountaineer F ie ld ,  t h e  f o o t b a l l  stadium which forms a 
b a r r i e r  t o  the  C i r c l e  on the  west. F ina l ly ,  t h e  bui ld ings  a r e  f u r t h e r  con- 
cen t ra ted  i n  t h e i r  own niche by t h e  driveway, parking l o t  and s t eep  h i l l  
located t o  the  south.  
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IRMONT (JUNC.  U.S. 2501 16 MI.  

Contro l  by USGS, USC&GS, and USCE 

Topography f rom aerial photographs by Kelsh plotter H H H  

Aerial photographs taken 1 9 5 5 .  .Field check 1 9 5 7  1 , H H5 H-7 

Polyconic projection. 1 9 2 7  Nor th  American da tum CONTOUI 
10,000- foot  grids based on  West Virginia coordinate system, DATUM 
nor th  zone, and Pennsylvania coordinate system, south zone 
1000-mete r  Universal Transverse Mercator g r ~ d  t ~ c k s ,  
zone 1 7 ,  shown i n  blue 

Contours i n  s t r ip  m lne  areas from 1 9 5 5  photography 

Red t in t  indicates areas i n  which only 
landmark b u i l d ~ n g s  are shown 

Unchecked elevations are shown in brown 
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