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The 9:aiLmn TI. Willey House a t  128 iL?zgn= Wad, !+xgmcbm, 3bnongalia County, . . 
P~S.;. V - L L - ~ L I ~ C ~ ,  is a one and a half-story, L-shaL& brick residerice. milt in 1839-40 
<or :..3'-Li;a2 T. Vlilley ('1811-1900) , lawyex-, o r a t m  md sta-temm, the house is one of 
t.5:  rim,^ signif i c m t  o i a ~ p l e s  of K k o  Classical architecture LT Ksst Virginia. 

The highly s y m t r i c a l ,  broad front  of the house is dsn ina td  by a l-story penta- 
c.ty1.e mric pxtico. The h r i c  f r ieze  i s  cm.plete w i t h  e i g l ~ d h s  and ~ t o p e s ,  and the 
mrnize is appointed with rrmtules . Ahve the fluted FA SO^ calmms r i s e s  a high-pitched 
ti.rixpl.ar gedhent  center& with a del icate  ro-mdel. Four bays of the facade bmeath 
~ 7 ~ .  uli. p, p r t i e o  are occq ied  with oLmings,  the out= t w  with transand doubledoxs, and the 
imer t-v-'c! w i t 3  Mi, 1 2  by 1 2  ligfit double-hung sa&. Pairs of dohle-hung windms of 
si-nihzz- clasign f la* the enkrance portico . 

Paired in te r io r  chimneys r i s e  a t  the gable ends a h v e  thz rwdiu~-pitched s h h g l d  
rmf. 'rk lxichzork of both chirimeys m d  walls is treated i n  a 5-course c m n  b n d .  

The l a t e  W e s t  Virginia University historian, Charles FImy Wler, deLscrit;eti the 
b'j lley EJoase in h i s  VJaitmm mcmis Willey (1 953) . In ~ b 1 . z ~ ' ~  words, -- 

The Willey House though ~ m c h  irl appearance as  it Imkccl. in the lF5h ccentuxy has, 
nev~&eless, witnessed sme m i f  ication. The rra j o r  cxtexior chmge occurrid with 
tA.2 a6dition of brick uni t  t o  the rea r  of the origin,al k i t c h a  ell. This wxk a ~ d  
i r ~ t a - i o r  renovation was planned in 1947 by a n o t 4  Florida archi tect ,  John Volk. Thz 
cha-cdctex of the rear  addition is not o b t m i v e .  

Valk's i r k ~ x i o r  work c ~ ~ r i s e d  the ins ta l la t ion  of new plmbing, wiring,  plaster  
r - q x i r  o r  p las ter  replacmenk, and the i ns ta l lab ion c.5 a n a  heating systail. These 
i izpove~ents  were rq i r i red  by the cnmzr, Ex. P k h x d  :I. &?set id10 przchasd the house 
in 1 344. In  addition, a chi i iey r a s  rmo\~s? i c e h m  kl-tz kitchen sll and rear hallway 
thus pr~-~riding a f o m l  dm~way t o  the dining rcm. The chL-ac-ccr of both the l iving 
rmt! and dining r m  is very fomal ;  idle c q s t a l  c P , ~ d s l i e x s  a r d  m t e l s  install& by 
t.k Rdsses were isrported. 

Susifiess or law off ice  rooms fo r  the Senatcr. O r i g i i ~ a l .  brass b x l o c k s  rerain on the 
rre-jor front  c I o u i 3 1 ~ ~ r .  
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S t a l ~ n e n l  of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Th? klziih.;13n T. Nilley Ibuse ir ,h;~rgmtovn?, West Virgini?, is  signifi.cant because 
i~ rzpr;tsents one of West Virginia 's pre~mie-r extant e_\rcx;731es of I k o  Classical architecture. 
'I'W 17ll!ey Eouse is q m . l l y  sicpificmt as  a h is tor ic  landmark. IVaitnm T. Willey 
(1811-1900), for  the red brick house ms bui l t ,  was a lawyer, orator,  m d  statesman 

t y 5 0  i i r~ red  p r o ~ i n e n t l y  in the great events leading t o  the formation of the State of 
r n- lrr, rr Virginia. Willey held var-ious of f ices ,  but i t  w a s  h i s  role  as one of West Virginia's 
first F a  -United States Senators that ascorded him state-tiide fczw. 

P h s  Willey se t t l ed  a t  P.brga?_town in 1833 he was appurently well sa t i s f ied  w i t h  the 
location. & ent-y f r m  Willey ' s jowmal, "where I now liw a d  kjere I expect to die",  
records the sentiment of the man vho regard& the srnal_l r,orthsm Vkst Virginia t m m  as a 
p a r m z n t  ha-. a n s t r ~ . c t i o n  of the Willey residmce on a Yor~i.;mto-~m h i l l s idn  a l lowd 
fctz z? i rpressivs view of the town m d  Eie I.bror~gahe1~ F i v ~ r .  

moice of a cldssical-style b u s  front  r a s  nos L ~ J S I M ~  in pmvincial  areas 
oE the &init& SelLes i n  the 1830's a 3  1840's. Th-2 ec-..li Rzvival 135 m e q i r q  "dm 
nation a t  t2.n t i n e ,  and for 1.k. Willey who aspired to public S-zrvice, such a house w 3 s  
p r h a p s  a ref lect ion of an ancient dmxr&:ic:  idsalim a d  l&r ty  with ~ c h  the 
youxg republic w a s  thvl i-xbxd. Winile such s z n r L ~ ~ ? t  ;as certainly present, the pretentious 
dwac te r  and s i t i n g  of the house was alsc a r e f l x t i c r i  of Killey' s notion of his o m  
iqxrkmce in thz cCgnrnU,~itgr. 

T'e house, b u i l t  in 1839-49, was camfortabk f3r i ts  day; it was the f i r s t  residence 
iil Pbrga~town equip@ with ninning biater. Spi?cicus h a l l m y s  an2 high-ceiliqged 
r.cx!ms k a t e d  with f i replaces pr-vide4 its ostzus o r i - t h  fashiomble surrourdings. The 
fashi~riable exter ior ,  however, is th2 subject v k t i c h  has cqtured th2 attention of l a t e r  
geiierakiom. Charrles Patton, fomHly of the A r t  I3qxkm-k of &st Virginia Uni-v'ersity, 
of ten referred to the house w i t h  its f i w - c o l ~ ~ ; i i  Lm?rtics as one or' the f ines t  cxai'iles 
of N.so Classical architecture in Kest VLrginia. Ths  l a te  Lniversity of I l l i n a i s  &an of 
E'inn and Applied A r t s ,  M f o r d  Nexwb, said of the b u s ? :  ''Another sorevhat M r g i s a  
vass, this tine in brick, fronted by a Doric p x t i c o  is found in tlhe FL'illey Hous?, 
128 'r.jaW~r b a d ,  bbrgantown. &re, hcwevsr, the wi?c?avs, f illd with 12-pan4 sashes, 
cx&&it a character is t ic  of the Greek Reviml. A cxrious feature of the p r t i c o  is 
its us2 of f ive  colmrns instead of the usual even n m k r  mcomtexed in mst class ic  
architecture. This arangerirtnt sezns +a haw Stsen enr'orcd by the presence of t m  doors. " 
The house w z s  the life-long residence of Sen3t.m W i l l q  and his wife, 3 l i z h t . h  Ray Willey, 
m d  s w ~ e d  the couple during most of the ordlnsr--: a d  mwlntocs evsnts oi' their lii~es. 
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F ! a r n d  of the Confederate r a i d i q  p a y ~ y ,  Willoy and >brcprltoT,m k d i ~ ~  and l a t e r  
."/-~.yx ~ o h r l  C . Wagner, hurriedly l e f t  I"?orgmtowi f o r  TI3eeling. ( V k q n e r  r e p r t e d l y  

the  kckls mney t o  Wn-lirlg for  sa fe ty . )  I-brses a ~ d  c a t t l e  wae hiddaq .in the 
~ ~ ) c ? s  near the  Willey house, a d  h m  were bur i e d  in the backyard. Whim a Confederate 
o f f i c e r  mLm;lrd a t  the Willey ' s f ron t  door t o  dcrand the surrmder  of Mr. Willey, 
P ~ s .  IVi.lley i s  reputed to  have repl ied:  'IL%. Nilley is  not here, and he won1 t be 
as lorkg a s  yoli are around. So you r&ls can jus t  a c t  like g e n t l m - n  and turn around a x l  
bead fox home. " The o f f i c e r  was deeply affronted and repl ied to h i s  ren: "The fox 
has sl.i,-@ awzy, or so the  lady =ys. Ne ' 11 search the place and burn it and -then 
r i d e  back to F a i m ~ n t . "  1Jls. Willey i i ibdiatel;I  in te r jec ted :  "Thzrcls no need t o  
b1a-n o w  horn, ant! your m n  lcok too t i r e d  t o  build a f i r e .  So do yo= f o r  that matter.  ~t 
l m k s  l2c.2 you a d  your i i m  could s t a d  a fine, hot r e a l  md a I-ittle rest. kt t o  
EC;::", OE sme soap and water. Ws ' v s  s o t  mr!ning water in t h i s  hous2 . Knat do you 
&.-. =3y? ;':sf12. rmke you a m e a l ,  m ad thz g i r l s  and the slaves,  and le t  you rest a b i t .  
Pi-2 lei; c.;i.-~ do the. sme f o r  your h x e s  without hatrirlg t o  l m k  a l l  b y  f o r  th? grain." 

Wxi.trriim Tnorras Willey was hxx in 1811 LT ~1 tiq7 log c a b i ~  near the present toi~n 
of F a ~ . b q t o n ,  W e s t  Virqinia , +&a pz% or' i%xmngalia Couity. Iie obtained h i s  education 
by v~alking f0,rL-y miles t o  Fladison ( l a t e r  Allegheny College) College a t  Lkiontom, Fa., 
where hz graduated in 1831. Nilley s t d i e d  1m a t  V:ellsbu,-g i n  1832, estshlisi l ing 
h h s e l f  in a 1;iw p rac t ice  a t  Pbrcjatovn i2 1833. 

~i 1840, Willey kcme an e lec tor  on t k  hI1i.g H=rison-Tyler t i cke t .  E'rcrn 1841 
to 1852 h-, served a s  Clerk of ths County C o : e L  oE Xmongaliz Cou?ty; he a l s o  s-a& 
&ring t h i s  period a s  Clerk of the Circui t  S u p e r i ~ r  Ccurt; of I a w  m d  Chmceq. igilley 
was a nmkr of the Virginia W20Lm Cm-c~nt ion f rm.  1850-51, and in 1852 he was a Fthig 
cardidate  for Congress. In 1859, bc'i-lley n~successEul ly  rm fo r  the of f  ice of 1 i e u t e . i ~ - t  
yo:finrn:x of Virginia.  I n  1850, he i.as a d s l q a t e  tc t h  conv-?ntim t h a t  n o h a t e d  
F ic l l  m d  merett f o r  the presidency md vice presidency. Willeyls p l i t i c a l  efforts 
during this perid earned him the reputation as the "wheel horse" of the Whig Party i~ 
ncrthw2ste-m Virginia. Wi.th t3e withdrawal of Virginia frm the Lnion, Ct'illey s W  
against  the Kichrmnd g o v e r ~ i n t  a d  kc&w an a c t i v i s t  a t  t??e F i r s t  P h e l i n g  Convention. 
Although he was opposed t o  the k - d i a t e  action of f o m h g  a nsw state, statehood s e n t h n t  
a t  this convention was so strong - that  w!!e~ P ie rpn&  resalut ion c a l l h g  for a new convention 
was accepted, and a Refom Conventior, hs ld ,  f1.e "i%sLared GC7veri7~mt of Virginia" electect 
him to the U.S. S ~ m t e  to f i l l  the vacancy o E  Sl i a to r  Ja~es M. t4ascn. bJillcy was late; 
e lected t o  serve a s  one of the f i r s t  t ~ m  U. S. Smators f r m  k k s t  Virginia (1263-1871) . 
West Virginia ' s 1872 Consti tution,  adopted at Charleston, b3s d r 3 . 5 m  u~ w i t h  the assis tace 
of Kc. Willey. 
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Item n u m k e  8 Page 3 -- 

r - .  i..c~ltz~cri . ,  T. Wiliey i s  considered. the  ~ ~ e a t  oratcr of L k  Wst 17irginia statehood 

. It w . 3 ~  Viilley who prcsmtd on lJay 29, 1852 +&E p l i t i o n  t o  Congress for 
a n2;.; ::,>ate, and it ~ n s  through th2 ef forks of I ; i l l ey  that  the Serate approwd the 
s"_c:+e'q,--cl L -l ,\A, b i l l .  The comties of (Pkst) ViryirLirt  tilrmgh ~ 5 F c h  133ssd the B & 0 Railroad 
,-,., included in the bculilwies of the new st.at3 M a w e  \.i'illey k l i e v d  Virginia, b-z,-3 

foilc,;.&;g the war, night  pass l a w s  damg-ing th- ra i l road  m d  thereby vrrakhg it less  
us?.s'ul tc., Vkst V i r c j i m .  
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