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I. Name 

historic Harner  Homestead 

andlor common Renahan Residence  

2. Location 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 County hfononeal i a  =Ode 061 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
- district - public 
X building(s) private 
- structure - both 

Status Present Use 
2 occupied - agriculture - museum 
- unoccupied - commercial - park 
w o r k  in progress - educational private residence 

- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
+ no m i l i t a r y  - other: 

4. Owner of Bro~er tv  

name C h r i s t o p h e r  Renahan 

city, town Morgant own - vicinity of state West V i r g i n i a  
- ~ - 

5. Location of Lesal Descri~tion 

street&number High and Walnut S t r e e t s  

city, town Idorgantown st,t, West V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 1rV H i s t o r i c  P r o p e r t i e s  Inventor$aS this property been determined elegible? ,-yes + no 

date September  1983 - federal + state - county - local 

H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  U n i t ,  Dept of C u l t u r e  and H i s t o r y  
depositow for survey records C u l t u r a l  C e n t e r  , C a p  it 01 Complex 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 

good - ruins 2 altered m o v e d  date 
f a i r  - unexposed 

- - -- 

Describe tho present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Harner Homestead is  an e x c e l l e n t  example i n  Idonongalia County of 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "I" house (mith  e l l )  deco ra t ed  by C l a s s i c a l  Revival  d e t a i l s  
and f e a t u r i n g  a two-story wood porch on t h e  c e n t e r  bay of t h e  main facade.  
T h i s  t y p e  of house i s  o f t e n  seen i n  sou theas t e rn  West V i r g i n i a ,  i . e .  
a long  U. S. 219,  but  it is r a r e  f o r  Monongalia County - one o t h e r  example 
i n  B l a c k s v i l l e  was r e c e n t l y  "remuddled" amd a  second ( i n  P e n t r e s s )  has  
o n l y  t h r e e  bays i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i v e  bays,  The Harner Homestead 
is c e r t a i n l y  t h e  grzndes t  home i n  t h e  Sabraton a r e a  of Morgantown and is 
one of t h e  o l d e s t  houses i n  present-day Morgantown t h a t  has  r e t a i n e d  such 
a h igh  deg ree  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  

T h i s  is  b a s i c a l l y  a  wood frame s t r u c t u r e  m i t h  c lapboard s i d i n g .  It  
sits on a  c u t  s t o n e  founda t ion  and has  an a s p h a l t  gab le  roof over  t h e  
main p a r t  of  t h e  house and over  t h e  "e l l . "  There a r e  f o u r  b r i c k  i n t e r i o r  
chimneys, one on each  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house and two a t  t h e  west end of t h e  
"e l l . "  The "e l l "  a d d i t i o n  is not  p a r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house; t h e  d a t e  of 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  is no t  known, a l though  i t  does appear  on a  l a t e  n ine t een th -  
c e n t u r y  photograph.  Two one-s tory wood-frame shed roof a d d i t i o n s  ( c l ap -  
board s i d i n g )  - occupy most of t h e  space between t h e  o r i g i n a l  house and 
"e l l .  " 

The main f e a t u r e  of t h e  main ( e a s t )  f acade  i s  t h e  two-story wood 
porch  w i t h  p a i r e d  wi th  wood p i l l a r s  on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  
s u p p o r t i n g  a  t r i a n g u l a r  pediment and g a b l e t  r o o f .  There is  a wood b a l u s t r a d e  
around t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  of t h e  proch.  A one-s tory wood porch 
w i t h  hipped roof  support-d by wood c o l ~ s  was a long  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  and is an undated twent ie th-cen tury  a d d i t i o n ,  a s  it is not  shorn 
on a l a t e  n ine t een th -cen tu ry  photo.  One of  t h e  windows on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
has  been conver ted  t o  a door (wi th  a I s m a l l ,  s i n g l e - l i g h t  transom) t o  g i v e  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  porch ,  and t h e r e  is ano the r  door t o  %he porch f u r t h e p  west 
on t h e  n o r t h  f acade .  . . 

F e n e s t r a t i o n  is st i l l  o r i g i n a l ,  mith double-hung windows, pediment 
l i n t e l s  and wood sur rounds  predominant. Two small f i x e d  s a s h  windows wi th  
wood su r rounds  f l a n k  t h e  chimneys a t  t h e  n o r t h ,  sou th  and west ends.  
The door  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  f r o n t  porch on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  have 
m u l t i - l i g h t  s i d e l i g h t s  and a r e  p a n e l l e d ;  t h e s e  is a m u l t i - l i g h t  transom 
over  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  door.  The door from t h e  k i t c h e n  t o  t h e  porch on t h e  
n o r t h s i d e  is p a n e l l e d  and has  a m u l t i - l i g h t  transom. 

Much of t h e  i n t e r i o r  wood work is  o r i g i n a l  o r  may d a t e  from t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  when t h e  " b u l l ' s  eye"  mot i f  was comaon.' The " b u P l l s  
eye" appea r s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  main h a l l  and i n  t h e  morth and sou th  p a r l o r s ,  
f o r  example, and t h e s e  rooms would have been t h e  most p u b l i c  spaces .  The 
r e s t  of  t h e  woodwork i n  t h e  house i s  b a s i c a l l y  more c l a s s i c a l  i n  d e t a i l ,  
w i t h  e n t a b l a t u r e  l i n t e l s .  There i s  a handsome b u i l t - i n  bookcase i n  t h e  
s o u t h  w a l l  of t h e  s o u t h  p a r l o r .  B u i l t - i n  c a b i n e t s  a l s o  f l a n k  t h e  window 
and door on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  nor th-wal1 ; these  openings have e l l i p t i c a l  
a r c h e s  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  bookcases,  g i v e  t h e  e f f e c t  of a  p a l l a d i a n  windows. 
The d i n f h g  room. f i r s t  f l o o r  k i t c h e n ,  w e s t  bedroom and n o r t h e a s t  bedrooms 
a l s o  have b u i l t - i n  c a b i n e t s  w i th  p a n e l l e d  doors .  I n t e r i o r  doors  a r e  a l s o  
p a n e l l e d  w i t h  e n t a b l a t u r e  l i n t e l s .  F i r e p l a c e s  i n  rooms w i t h  chimneys have 
s imple  woodwork and mante l s .  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- l4OO-l499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 

1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
-_ archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
X architecture - education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce X explorationlsettlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politics/govemment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 
-- -- 

Specific dates a 1852 BuilderlArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Harner  Homestead is  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  as one  of t h e  
o l d e s t  h o u s e s  i n  Morgantown ( c .  1852) ,  as a  f i n e  example of  an "t'I1r' 
house  ( w i t h  ell) d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  C l a s s i c a l  Rev iva l  d e t a i l s  t h a t  h a s  
r e t a i n e d  a h i g h  d e g r e e  of i n t e g r i t y  i n s i d e  and o u t ,  and a s  one of o n l y  
t h r e e  known houses  i n  t h e  county  t o  f e a t u r e  t h e  two-s to ry  f r o n t  p o r c h  
s o  common i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  V e s t  V i r g i n i a ;  one  of the o t h e r  two h o u s e s  
w i t h  t h i s  porch  h a s  been badly  a l t e r e d  and t h e  t h i r d  is o n l y  a  3-bay 
b u i l d i n g  i n s t e a d  of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  5-bay. The house  is  a l s o  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  i t s  owners r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  two waves o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
t h i s  p a r t  o f  Monongalia County; f i r s t ,  t h e  E a r n e r s  mere l a r g e  l a n d -  
owners and f a r m e r s ,  and t h e  l a n d  is  s t i l l  l e g a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  
"Harner  Homesteadu; s e c o n d ,  George S t u r g i s s  purchased  t h e  house i n  1902, 
a n d , w h i l e  we do n o t  b e l i e v e  he l i v e d  t h e r e ,  h e  used  t h e  Harner  and 
a d j o i n i n g  B e a l l  f a n n s  as t h e  b a s s  of h i s  new S t u r g i s s  C i t y  (now, t h e  
community o f  S a b r a t o n ) ,  which he deve loped  t o  p r o v i d e  a community f o r  
workers  i n  t h e  S a b r a t o n  T i n  P l a t e  M i l l ,  a  m a j o r  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  he p u r -  
chased  i n  1905 and which was one of  t h e  key f a c t o r s  i n  Morgantown's 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  growth and r i s i n g  immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
t h e  1 8 9 0 s  - 1910s .  

When t h e  a c t u a l  o r i g i n a l  house on t h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  b u i l t  is  
unknown. There  i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a smaller house  on 
t h e  l a n d  when P h i l i p  Harner  bought it i n  1850. Some o f  t h e  e a r l y  tax 
r e c o r d s  c a l l e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h e  C o s t o l o  P l a c e ;  a Samuel C o s t o l o  had 
owned i t  i n  1839 p r i o r  t o  s e l l i n g  i t  t o  James Johnson who s o l d  it t o  
C a l e b  Dorsey.  Dorsey s o l d  i t  t o  Harner  i n  1859. The H a r n e r s  farmed 
t h e  l a n d .  

I t  is  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  house  was b u i l t  a round  1852.  In 
1852 ( f o r  t h e  t ax  y e a r  1851)  P h i l i p  Harner  was t a x e d  f o r  a b u i l d i n g  
a s s e s s e d  f o r  $200;  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  a n o t a t i o n  on the tax r e c o r d  s t a t e s  
t h a t  $2000 was added f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  p resumably  f o r  t h e  County; 
T h i s  f a rm c o n s i s t e n t l y  appeared  on t h e  tax r e c o r d s  as b e i n g  l o c a t e d  
two m i l e s  e a s t  of  t h e  cour thouse .  Many o t h e r  H a r n e r  names appear  on 
d e e d s  and o l d  maps f o r  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  county .  The p r e s e n t  owner; 
C h r i s t o p h e r  Renahan, found t h e  words,  "September 9 ,  1867 G.W. Smith" 
on t h e  back o f  one  of t h e  c l o s e t  d o o r s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

On August 1 4 ,  1885,  P h i l i p  and S a r a h  HARNER s o l d  t h e  house  and 
111 7/8 a c r e s  t o  t h e i r  s o n ,  William T. HBRXER f o r  $3356.25. The deed  
i n c l u d e s  p e r s o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e l d e r  H a r n e r s  u n t i l  t h e i r  
d e a t h s :  t h e  u s e  o f  f i v e  rooms, t h e  g a r d e n  and two cows. There  is no 
ment ion  of any o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i o a l  
f a r m .  On J u l y  1 0 ,  1902,  Wil l iam and Nancy HARNER s o l d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 0 0  acres t o  George STURGISS f o r  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  Harner  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  he  
and h i s  f a m i l y  b e  a b l e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  house  u n t i l  November o f  t h e  same 
Year ,  presumably  u n t i l  t h e  house he was b u i l d i n g  next  d o o r  w a s  f i n i s h e d .  
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H a r n e r  r e t a i n e d  one a c r e  d i r e c t l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  house  and  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1902 e r e c t e d  s e v e r a l  houses .  

I t  is  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  S t u r g i s s  d i d  n o t  l i v e  i n  t h e  house .  P e r h a p s  
h e  b$d p l a n n e d  t o ,  b u t  h i s  w i f e ,  S a b r a ,  d i e d  i n  May 1903. H i s  a d d r e s s  
w a s  149 High S t r e e t ,  hiorgantown, f o r  many y e a r s .  S t u r g i s s  was one  of  
t h e  W e a l t h i e s t  and most prominent  men i n  t h e  county ,  i f  n o t  t h e  s ta te ,  
i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  H e  owned 
e x t e n s i v e  p r o p e r t y .  H e  had run  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  of governor  i n  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  bu t  d i d  n o t  win. Soon a f t e r  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  Harner  
and  a d j o i n i n g  B e a l l  fa rms,  S t u r g i s s  l a i d  o u t  t h e  town o f  S t u r g i s s  C i t y ,  
known a s  Sabra ton  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1920. H e  s o l d  h i s  l o t s  i n  S t u r g i s s  
C i t y  p r i m a r i l y  t o  workers  a t  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  Sabra ton  Tin P l a t e  Mill, 
a company he purchased  i n  1905. 

On September 3 ,  1914, S t u r g i s s  and h i s  second w i f e ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  
s o l d  t h e  "house and b u i l d i n g s  t h e r e o n "  ( a l l  of t h e  o l d  "Sabra ton Harner  
Homestead Lot")  t o  Edwin R. JONES. The deed s p e c i f i c a l l y  s ta tes  t h a t  
P h i l i p  H a r n e r ,  deceased ,  had r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  house p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e a t h .  
Whether .  t h e  house a t  t h e  r e a r ,  1812 L i s t r a v i a  was on t h e  l a n d ,  w e  are 
n o t  s u r e .  T r a d i t i o n  and t a x  r e c o r d s  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  house 
w a s  b u i l t  w i t h i n  t h e  y e a r  3 y  J o n e s  o r  h i s  s o n ,  Leonard H. J o n e s ,  who 
s u p p o s e d l y  r e c e i v e d  it a s  a  wedding g i f t  from h i s  f a t h e r .  Although 
Leonard  may have l i v e d  i n  i t  e a r l y  i n  h i s  m a r r i e d  l i f e  w h i l e  h i s  p a r e n t s  
were l i v i n g  i n  t h e  l a r g 2  f r o n t  house ,  many e l d e r l y  Morgantown r e s i d e n t s  
remember t h e  house a s  be ing  " f a s h i o n a b l y  e l e g a n t "  and u s e d  f o r  e l a b o r a t e  
p a r t i e s  w h i l e  Leonard and h i s  w i f e  S a r a  l i v e d  t h e r e .  The l i t t l e  house  
a t  t h e  r e a r  was known was " t h e  c o t t a g e , "  and was e v i d e n t l y  t h e  s e r v a n t s '  
q u a r t e r s .  The c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  list Edward J o n e s  'as p o s t m a s t e r  and 
owner of a g e n e r a l  s t o r e  i n  S a b r a t o n .  J o n e s  owned s e v e r a l  e a r l y  houses  
at  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of L i s t r a v i a .  Leonard was a l s o  p o s t m a s t e r  (1914- 
1 9 2 2 )  and owned a  l a r g e  h o t e l ,  now gone ,  at  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  L i s t r a v i a .  
Leonard  e v e n t u a l l y  owned L.H.  J o n e s  Equipment Company of  which h e  is  
p r i m a r i l y  remembered, 

The two houses  remained i n  t h e  J o n e s 9  f a m i l y  f o r  many y e a r s  and 
by t h e  l a t e  1940s  and 1950s were r e n t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  l a r g e  house  was 
l i v e d  i n  by r e l a t i v e s  o f  L e o n a r d ' s .  The l a r g e  house(1818) was s o l d  i n  
1965  t o  E n i l y  J. Brand(no i n f o r m a t i o n )  who owned i t  u n t i l  1976 when 
B e s s i e  E. F r a n k s  (no  i n f o r m a t i o n )  purchased  i t .  Both Brand and F r a n k s  
e v i d e n t l y  r e n t e d  i t .  The p r e s e n t  owner,  C h r i s t o p h e r  A .  Renahan, employed 
a t  t h e  F o r t  Mar t in  Power P l a n t ,  bought  t h e  house i n  1977. The house  
has r e n t a l  a p a r t m e n t s  i n  i t  now, b u t  n o t  a l l  a r e  occup ied .  Dur ing 
t h o s e  y e a r s  when t h e  a r e a  was canvassed  f o r  t h e  hiorgantom City D i r e c t o r y ,  
se ldom was anyone l i v i n g  i n  t h e  house  o r  was a t  home. I n v a r i a b l y  
t h e  house  was l i s t e d  a s  b e i n g  "vacan t .  " 

1818 L i s t r a v i a  h a s  n o t  changed g r e a t l y  s i n c e  a pho tograph  w a s  
t a k e n  o f  i t  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A s i d e  p o r c h ,  door  and 
window have  been added.  The back and s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  house have  
had a d d i t i o n s  a l s o .  The house is s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  t o  a  house  i n  
P e n t r e s s  and one  i n  B l a c k s v i l l e ,  b u i l t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e .  They a r e  
r e l a t i v e l y  u n i q u e  t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  West V i r g i r i a .  



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuat ion Sheet #2 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property L e s s  t ban an acre 

Quadrangle name Morgantown North WV 
UMT References 

A 
15 19, 46 \4., 4 14 3) q6 13,6 ;0] 

Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

Verbal  boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion - - -  . - 
Sabraton Rarner Homestead Lot Map 33 ,  Plot 45 
95 x 156 x 170 x 90 f e e t  - - - s i r  - , , ; - > : !  

L i s t  a l l  s ta tes  a n d  count ies for  propert ies overlapping state o r  county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code countv code 

I I .  Form Prepared By 

Nmcv Moore and Dolores Fleming: 

city or town Morqant own StateWest V i r ~ i n i a  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state X - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 84- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  t tional Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t Recreation Sewice. - 
State Historic Preservation Officer signature r - 7  --_-. . , 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
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. - . Deed Books =:392; 66:255;  131 ;206 ,  e t c .  - - 
Tax Books 

Sanborn F i r e  I n s u r a n c e  Maps 

BIorgantown C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  

W i l l  Books: 173: 284 e s p .  h e l p f u l  
7 

The New Dominion I n d u s t r i a l  E d i t i o n ,  May 1906 -- 
I n d u s t r i a l  Supplement of t h e  P o s t  C h r o n i c l e ,  January  1913 --- 
P r o s p e r i t y  & Educa t ion  E d i t i o n  of  New Dominion, 1903 - -- 
bforgantom D i s t r i c t  I n d u s t r i a l  & B u s i n e s s  Survey,  1921 

I n t e r v i e w s :  C h r i s  Renahan, Susan Hess Cook, Theodore Hess,  
Donald Longfe l lom,  Joseph  L a u r i t a ,  J r . ,  D r .  Barbara  
Home, Susan B e a t e s ,  Gregory Losh 
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Continuation s h e t  H a r n e r  Homestead Page . 






