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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Depar tment  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM 

h i s t o r i c  name: - Ford  House 

o t h e r  n a m e / s i t e  number: 

s treet  & number: - 310 Ford  S t r e e t  I 

n o t  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n :  "'a 
c i t y / t o w n :  Morgantown v i c i n i t y :  - 
s t a t e :  WV c o u n t y :  -Monongalia code: 061 z i p  code:  26505 

o w n e r s h i p  o f  P r o p e r t y :  - p r i v a t e  
C a t e g o r y  o f  P r o p e r t y :  - b u i l d i n g  

Number o f  R e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  P r o p e r t y :  

C o n t r i b u t i n q  N o n c o n t r i b u t i n q  - 
1 -- -- 1 b u i l d i n g s  

s i t e s  
s t r u c t u r e s  
o b j e c t s  
T o t a l  

N u m b e r  o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  p r e v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r :  0 
Name o f  r e E t a  m u l t i p l e  p r o p e r t y  l i s t i n g :  n / a  



A s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  unde r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act  
o f  1986 ,  a s  amended, I he reby  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  - X nomina t ion  - 
r e q u e s t  f o r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  e l i g i b i l i t y  meets t h e  documen ta t ion  
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  
H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  and  m e e t s  t h e  p r o c e d u r a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
set f o r t h  i n  36  CFR P a r t  60. I n  my o p i n i o n ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  meets 

n o t  m e e t  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  C r i t e r i a .  - See  c o n t i n u a t i o n  

4 30 %? 
L I / 

I ' 
S i g n a t u r e  o f  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l  Da te  

S t a t e  o r  F e d e r a l  agency  and bu reau  

I n  my o p i n i o n ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  - meets  - does  n o t  meet t h e  N a t i o n a l  

R e g i s t e r  c r i t e r i a .  - See  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  

S i g n a t u r e  o f  commenting o r  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  D a t e  

S t a t e  o r  F e d e r a l  agency  and bu reau  

5 .  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  

I ,  h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  is:  

e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  

- S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  
d e t e r m i n e d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
- S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  

d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
removed from t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  

o t h e r  ( e x p l a i n ) :  

S i g n a t u r e  of  Keeper  Da te  
of  A c t i o n  

6 .  F u n c t i o n  o r  U s e  

H i s t o r i c :  d o m e s t i c ,  s i n g l e  dwe l l i ng -  Sub: - 

C u r r e n t  : d o m e s t i c ,  s i n g l e  dwel l ing-  Sub: - 



Ford House, Yonongalia Co. ,  WV 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  

- G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  

O t h e r  D e s c r i p t i o n :  n/a 

M a t e r i a l s :  f o u n d a t i o n  s a n d s t o n e -  r o o f  s h i n g l e  
w a l l s  w e a t h e r b o a r d -  o t h e r  

D e s c r i b e  p r e s e n t  a n d  h i s t o r i c  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  -X- S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
s h e e t .  

The  F o r d  House i s  a  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e  s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  b u i l t  a r o u n d  
1870 i n  w h a t  was t h e n  S o u t h  Morgantown (now F i r s t  W a r d ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
h o u s e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a l l  t h e  b a r g e b o a r d  o r d i n a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  
s t y l e ,  it d o e s  h a v e  s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t e e p l y  
p i t c h e d  g a b l e  r o o f  w i t h  c e n t e r  g a b l e ,  t h e  g o t h i c  a r c h e d  window i n  t h a t  
c e n t e r  g a b l e ,  a n d  l a t t i c e  work i n  l i e u  o f  b a r g e b o a r d  o n  t h e  f r o n t  p o r c h .  
The  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a l s o  r e t a i n s  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
integrity i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  u p s t a i r s  a n d  d o w n s t a i r s ,  and  
i n  t h e  d i n i n g  room, w i t h  o r i g i n a l  woodwork, f l o o r i n g ,  a n d  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  
p l a c e .  

T h e  h o u s e  was o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d  on a  t e n - a c r e  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  1 / 2  m i l e  
s o u t h  o f  D e c k e r s  C r e e k ,  t h e n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  Morgantown, and  
was o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  Kingwood P i k e  (now Dorsey  Avenue)  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  
town.  T h e  h o u s e  now s i t s  o n  t h r e e  l o t s  (numbers  3 ,  4 ,  a n d  5 i n  t h e  
R i v e r v i e w  P l a t )  t o t a l l i n g  less t h a n  an  a c r e .  The h o u s e  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  
t h e  t h i r d  l o t  b a c k  f r o m  D o r s e y  Avenue ( l o t  3 ) ,  a n d  l o t s  4 and  5 fo rm t h e  
f r o n t  y a r d .  I t  f a c e s  Oak Grove Cemetery a c r o s s  D o r s e y  S t r e e t  w i t h  F o r d  
S t r e e t  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  

The  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  h o u s e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  
s i n c e  it was b u i l t .  The h o u s e  h a s  a n  L-shaped p l a n ,  w i t h  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  h o u s e  ( h e r e a f t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  p a r t )  p a r a l l e l  t o  Dorsey  
S t r e e t  a n d  t h e  b a c k  s e c t i o n ,  h e r e a f t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  v e r t i c a l  p a r t ,  a t  
r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  i t .  T h e r e  i s  a  c u t  s t o n e  basement  u n d e r  t h e  f r o n t ,  
h o r i z o n t a l ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  b u t  n o t  u n d e r  t h e  v e r t i c a l  s e c t i o n ,  w h e r e  
t h e r e  i s  a c u t  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n .  

A l t h o u g h  it l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  and  v e r t i c a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  
may h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  two  s e c t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  no b r e a k  o n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  
s i d i n g .  The  e a r l i e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  found  i n  
t h e  1886 c o u n t y  a t l a s ,  shows t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  and a  
s m a l l  v e r t i c a l  s e c t i o n ,  which  may j u s t  b e  t h e  d i n i n g  room now; t h a t  
would  e x p l a i n  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room ch imney  o n  w h a t  i s  now a n  
i n t e r i o r  w a l l .  However,  i f  t h e  k i t c h e n  was added  l a t e r ,  t h e  s i d i n g  d o e s  
n o t  show t h a t  b r e a k .  

The  o r i g i n a l  s i d i n g ,  s t i l l  on t h e  h o u s e ,  was c l a p b o a r d  w i t h  e n d b o a r d s  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  b a t t e n  more o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  G o t h i c  
R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s .  The h o r i z o n t a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  a g a b l e  
s h i n g l e  r o o f  w i t h  a  r e t u r n  o n  t h e  g a b l e  t h a t  i s  f l u s h  w i t h  t h e  w a l l  and  
w i d e  p l a i n  e a v e s .  T h e r e  seem t o  b e  some p a t c h e s  o n  t h e  e a v e s  t h a t  m i g h t  
i n d i c a t e  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  b r a c k e t s  e a r l i e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  is  no  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  
f o r  t h i s  a n d  n o  h i s t o r i c  p h o t o g r a p h s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  g a b l e  s h i n g l e  
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r o o f  w i t h  w i d e  p l a i n  e a v e s  on t h e  v e r t i c a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  

The  s o u t h w e s t  ( f r o n t )  f a c a d e  f a c e s  Dorsey  Avenue a n d  h a s  f i v e  v e r t i c a l  
b a y s .  T h e  c e n t e r  b a y  is composed o f  a  p a n e l l e d  d o o r  w i t h  3 - l i t e  
s i d e l i g h t s  a n d  a  t r a n s o m  w i t h  5 v e r t i c a l  l i t e s  f l a n k e d  by  h i n g e d  
s i d e l i g h t s  a n d  a  g o t h i c  a r c h e d  window o n  t h e  s e c o n d  s t o r y  b e n e a t h  a 
c e n t e r  g a b l e  o n  t h e  g a b l e  r o o f .  The o t h e r  f o u r  b a y s ,  o n l y  o n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r ,  a r e  4 / 4  d o u b l e - h u n g  windows w i t h  o r i g i n a l  s h u t t e r s .  The f r o n t  
p o r c h  h a s  a f l a t  r o o f ,  a n d  t h e r e  may h a v e  b e e n  a  b a l u s t r a d e  a r o u n d  t h e  
r o o f  o r i g i n a l l y ,  b u t  t h a t  was gone  i n  1 9 7 9 .  The s e c o n d - f l o o r  window 
p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  p o r c h .  The  p o r c h  was r e b u i l t  i n  t h e  
summer o f  1979 b u t  r e t a i n s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c u r v e d  p i e c e s  u n d e r  t h e  r a i l i n g s  
a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r c h e s  u n d e r  t h e  l a t t i c e  work .  W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  no 
b a r g e b o a r d  o n  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e r e . i s  wood l a t t i c e  work b e t w e e n  
t h e  p o r c h  p i l l a r s .  T h e r e  a r e  b r i c k  ch imneys  a t  e i t h e r  e n d  o f  t h i s  
sect  i o n .  

I n s i d e  t h i s  f r o n t  s e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  two  rooms a n d  a  c e n t e r  h a l l  w i t h  
s t a i r w a y  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and  two rooms w i t h  c e n t e r  h a l l  and  a l c o v e  
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  g a b l e  window o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  A s  o n e  e n t e r s  t h e  
f r o n t  d o o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  room t o  t h e  r i g h t  i s  t h e  p a r l o r ,  w h i l e  t h e  
room t o  t h e  l e f t  i s  t h e  l i b r a r y .  The p a r l o r  h a s  a  wood f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  
s t o n e  s i l l  set  i n t o  t h e  f l o o r  and r e s t i n g  on t h e  j o i s t s  b e l o w .  T h e r e  
a r e  i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  o r i g i n a l ,  o n  t h e  f r o n t  and b a c k  
windows o f  t h i s  room. T h e  p a n e l l e d  d o o r  t o  t h e  h a l l w a y  h a s  a  t r a n s o m  
w i t h  4  v e r t i c a l  l i t e s .  The  o r i g i n a l  f l u t e d  woodwork s u r r o u n d s  t h e  
windows a n d  d o o r ,  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a t h  and  h o r s e h a i r  a n d  s a n d  p l a s t e r  
i s  o n  t h e  w a l l .  E x c e p t  f o r  a few s m a l l  p a t c h e s ,  t h e  t o n g u e  and  g r o o v e  
f l o o r i n g  i n  t h i s  room is  o r i g i n a l .  The p a t c h i n g  was n e c e s s a r y  n e a r  t h e  
e n t r y  h a l l  b e c a u s e  t h e  h o u s e  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  w a t e r  
was l e a k i n g  f r o m  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  g a b l e  window down t h r o u g h  t h e  
h o u s e  t o  t h e  f l o o r .  

The  c u r v e d  s t a i r d a y  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  i s  o n  t h e  l i b r a r y  s i d e  o f  t h e  
h a l l w a y  a n d  i s  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  h o u s e .  Most o f  t h e  f l o o r i n g  a n d  t r i m  
wood h e r e  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h o u s e  is  p o p l a r .  

The l i b r a r y ,  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  e n t r y  h a l l ,  h a s  o r i g i n a l  b u i l t - i n  f l o o r -  
t o - c e i l i n g  c u p b o a r d s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  The o r i g i n a l  woodwork 
a r o u n d  t h e s e  windows a n d  h a l l w a y  d o o r  i s  less o r n a t e  t h a n  t h a t  i n  t h e  
p a r l o r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a n  i d e n t i c a l  4 - l i t e  t r a n s o m  o v e r  t h e  h a l l w a y  d o o r .  
The i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  i n  t h i s  room a r e  a l s o  new. The o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  
a n d  l a t h  i s  o n  t h e s e  w a l l s .  

W.D. Guseman,  t h e  f i r s t  owner  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  b u i l t  a n d  p a t e n t e d  t h e  
i d e n t i c a l  i r o n  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  and  d i n i n g  room. C a s t  i n t o  t h e  
f i r e p l a c e  j u s t  u n d e r  t h e  m a n t e l  i s  "W.D. Guseman, A p r i l  1 8 7 4 . "  The 
p a t e n t  may r e f e r  t o  a  s y s t e m  o f  two k n o b s ,  o n e  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
a r c h e d  o p e n i n g  t o  t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  t h a t  c o n n e c t  t o  c h a i n s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  t h e  
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d a m p e r s  t o  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s .  The  f i r e p l a c e s  a l s o  h a v e  s t o n e  s i l l s  t h a t  
are set o n  t h e  j o i s t s  b e l o w  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  f l o o r .  T h i s  f i r e p l a c e  w a s  
b r i c k e d  i n  by 1979;  t h i s  was r e b r i c k e d  when t h e  h o u s e  was r e s t o r e d  s o  
t h a t  t h e  c h i m n e y  f l u e  c o u l d  r u n  u p  b e h i n d  it t o  h e a t  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  
T h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r f a c e  o n  b o t h  f i r e p l a c e s  was j a p a n n e d  and  n i c k e l  p l a t e d ,  
b u t  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  h a v e  s e e n  b e e n  p a i n t e d  b l a c k  a n d  s i l v e r .  

T h e  v e r t i c a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  d i n i n g  room, k i t c h e n ,  
e n c l o s e d  p o r c h  and  p a n t r y / l a u n d r y  a r e a .  The o l d e s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
i s  t h e  d i n i n g  room, w h i c h  a d j o i n s  t h e  l i b r a r y .  Here, t h e  i n t e r i o r  
woodwork c o n s i s t s  o f  p l a i n  wood s u r r o u n d s  f o r  t h e  windows a n d  d o o r s  and  
a p l a i n  wood c h a i r r a i l .  The f i r e p l a c e  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  w a l l  
m a t c h e s  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h i s  o n e  was n e v e r  
b r i c k e d  i n  a n d  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  g r a t e  and s t o n e  b a c k ;  i n  1980 ,  t h e  
c u r r e n t  o w n e r  removed t h e  ch imney  f o r  t h i s  f i r e p l a c e  t o  j u s t  be low t h e  
r o o f .  T h e r e  i s  a n  o r i g i n a l  b u i l t - i n  cupboard  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  
f i r e p l a c e  t h a t  b a c k s  o n t o  a  s i m i l a r  c u p b o a r d  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  T h i s  room 
a l s o  h a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  a n d  l a t h  w a l l s .  T h e r e  i s  a  d o u b l e - h u n g  
4 / 4  window a n d  e x t e r i o r  d o o r  o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room. 
A p o r c h  t h a t  was  n o t  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h i s  h o u s e  was removed i n  1 9 8 0 .  On t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h i s  room, t h e r e  i s  a  double -hung  4 / 4  window a n d  a  
d o o r  t o  t h e  e n c l o s e d  p o r c h .  T h e r e  is  o r i g i n a l  c l a p b o a r d  s i d i n g  o n  t h e  
o u t s i d e  o f  t h i s  w a l l ,  w h i c h  now f o r m s  t h e  i n t e r i o r  w a l l  o f  t h e  e n c l o s e d  
p o r c h .  

T h e  e n c l o s e d  p o r c h  was b u i l t  o n  t h e  h o u s e  b e f o r e  1 9 7 9 .  T h e r e  a r e  two 
windows  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  w a l l  t h a t  a r e  6 - l i t e  c a s e m e n t  windows. T h e s e  
f l a n k  a  p a n e l l e d  d o o r  w i t h  a  9 - l i t e  window and 4 - l i t e  t r a n s o m .  The 
e x t e r i o r  w a l l  o f  t h e  p o r c h  a n d  t h e  d o o r  h a v e  b e e n  r e b u i l t .  T h e  b r i c k  
f l o o r  o f  t h e  e n c l o s e d  p o r c h  i s  new. A t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  end  o f  t h e  p o r c h ,  
t h e r e  i s  a n  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  o f  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  
house. A t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  e n d  o f  t h e  p o r c h ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s t a i r w a y  t o  t h e  
b a c k  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ;  t h e s e  s t e e p  s t e p s  w e r e  r e b u i l t  i n  1979-80. 

I n  b a c k  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room, t h e r e  i s  a  k i t c h e n  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  h e a v i l y  
r e m o d e l l e d .  T h e r e  i s  a n  o r i g i n a l  c u p b o a r d  and p a n e l l e d  d o o r  w i t h  
t r a n s o m  o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  s i d e .  The o r i g i n a l  window o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
s i d e  was  s h o r t e n e d  t o  i n s t a l l  t h e  s i n k ,  b u t  t h e  wooden o u t s i d e  p a n e l  
C o u l d  b e  removed  and  t h e  window r e s t o r e d .  T h e r e  a r e  no  i n t e r i o r  
s h u t t e r s  o n  t h e  k i t c h e n  windows.  The c e i l i n g  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  h a s  b e e n  
l o w e r e d .  N o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  e n c l o s e d  p o r c h  i s  a p a n t r y  w i t h  l a u n d r y  room 
a n d  commode. T h i s  h a d  b e e n  a  b a t h r o o m ,  b u t  t h e  a r e a  had s u f f e r e d  
e x t e n s i v e  damage  f r o m  r o t .  

T h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  t w o  bedrooms  a n d  t h e  
c e n t e r  h a l l w a y .  T h e r e  a r e  s m a l l  s q u a r e  6 - l i t e  windows f l a n k i n g  t h e  
c h i m n e y s  i n  e a c h  room. T h e s e  windows a r e  h i n g e d  t o  open  f r o m  t h e  s i d e .  
T h e  c e i l i n g s  o f  t h e s e  rooms  l o o k  l i k e  gambre l  r o o f s ,  and t h e  s p a c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  c e i l i n g  a n d  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  h o u s e  is s t o r a g e  s p a c e  o r  empty  



NPS Form 10-900-a 
1024-0018  
(8-86) 

OMB A p p r o v a l  No. 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  Ford House, Nonongalia Co., WV 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

S e c t i o n  number  7 ( P r o p e r t y  Name) P a g e  # 

s p a c e  a b o v e  a n d  t o  t h e  s i d e .  

Above t h e  d i n i n g  room, u n d e r  t h e  g a b l e  r o o f ,  i s  a w i n d o w l e s s  d r e s s i n g  
room t h a t  i s  r e a c h e d  t h r o u g h  a  d o o r  f r o m  t h e  bedroom. On t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
s i d e ,  t h e r e  i s  s t o r a g e  s p a c e  u n d e r  t h e  e a v e s .  Above t h e  e n c l o s e d  p o r c h  
is  a  s m a l l  h a l l w a y  w i t h  a  d o o r  t o  t h e  d r e s s i n g  room, a  d o o r  o n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  s i d e  i n t o  t h e  s t o r a g e  s p a c e  u n d e r  t h e  e a v e s  o f  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  
s e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s t a i r w a y  f rom t h e  e n c l o s e d  p o r c h .  Over  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  
t h e r e  i s  a s e w i n g  r o o m / o f f i c e  t h a t  h a s  two  6 - l i t e  windows i d e n t i c a l  t o  
t h o s e  i n  t h e  bedrooms  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e .  T h e r e  i s  a d d i t i o n a l  
s t o r a g e  s p a c e  u n d e r  t h e  e a v e s  o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  s i d e .  Over  t h e  p a n t r y ,  
t h e r e  is  a  b a t h r o o m  w i t h  a  s k y l i g h t  o n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s l o p e  o f  t h e  r o o f .  

T h e  h o u s e  f e l l  i n t o  s e v e r e  d i s r e p a i r  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  and 1 9 7 0 s ,  a s  
L o u i s e  F o r d  c o u l d  n o t  k e e p  it up.  A f t e r  M s .  F o r d  moved o u t  o f  t h e  
h o u s e ,  v a n d a l s  s t r i p p e d  it o f  h a r d w a r e .  The c u r r e n t  owner ,  D r .  Joan  
G i b s o n ,  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  h o u s e  i n  June 1979  and  h a s  r e s t o r e d  it. 

T h e r e  was  o r i g i n a l l y  a  w e l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  p o r c h  e n t r a n c e ;  it h a s  b e e n  
c a p p e d  w i t h  a c o n c r e t e  l i d  b u t  n o t  f i l l e d  i n .  

T h e  o n l y  o u t b u i l d i n g  i s  a  1 - c a r  wood f r a m e  g a r a g e  w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f ,  
p a r t i c l e - b o a r d  s i d i n g ,  o n e  s i d e  d o o r ,  a n d  o n e  window w i t h  s h u t t e r s .  The  
g a r a g e  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1980  a n d  s i t s  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  
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C e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l  h a s  c o n s i d e r  d  t e s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s :  ?oca?L 

A p p l i c a b l e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  C r i t e r i a :  -C- 

C r i t e r i a  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  ( E x c e p t  i o n s )  : "la 

Areas o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  - a r c h i t e c t u r e  

P e r i o d ( s )  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  c a .  1868-1870 

S i g n i f i c a n t  D a t e s  : 1 9 0 1  1902 - 
Y e a r s  o f  A l t e r a t i o n s :  1979-1980 

S i g n i f i c a n t  P e r s o n ( s ) :  n / a  

C u l t u r a l  A f f i l i a t i o n :  n/a 

A r c h i t e c t j B u i l d e r :  - Not known 

S t a t e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  and j u s t i f y  c r i t e r i a ,  c r i t e r i a  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  and  a r e a s  and  p e r i o d s  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  noted  above.  

The F o r d  House i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  c r i t e r i a  C ( a r c h i t e c t u r e  and d e s i g n )  
b e c a u s e  it i s  o n e  o f  j u s t  two examples o f  G o t h i c  Rev iva l  c o t t a g e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Morgantown; t h e  o t h e r  i s  a  house  on Kingwood S t r e e t  t h a t  
i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  P a r k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  and which p r o b a b l y  h a s  
f e w e r  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s . '  The Ford House h a s  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  and 
u n a l t e r e d  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  s t y l e  of  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t e e p l y  
p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  g o t h i c  a r c h e d  window o v e r  t h e  f r o n t  p o r c h ,  and s e c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  f r o n t  p o r c h .  The removal  o f  a  l a t e r  p o r c h ,  i n  1980,  t o o k  t h e  house  
b a c k  t o  a n  a p p e a r a n c e  much c l o s e r  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  c a .  
1868-70,  a l t h o u g h  a p o r c h  w a s  added on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e .  T h e r e  are s o  
few r e m a i n i n g  examples  o f  t h i s  s t y l e  i n  t h e  immediate Morgantown area, 
and t h e r e  i s  no r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e r e  were more t h a t  have been d e s t r o y e d ,  
b e c a u s e  t h i s  was a small community (Sou th  Horgantown had o n l y  405 p e o p l e  
by 1 9 0 0 )  t h a t  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  t o  grow s i g n i f i c a n t l y  u n t i l  t h e  18909,  w e l l  
a f t e r  t h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e  s t y l e  had f a d e d  from p o p u l a r i t y .  The 
h o u s e  i s  n o t  b e i n g  nominated  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e c a u s e  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  n e i t h e r  Guseman n o r  t h e  Ford f a m i l y  i s  w e l l  documented 
l o c a l l y .  

W i l l i a m  D. Guseman, who owned a  foundry n e a r  t h e  house,  bought  a  t e n -  
a c r e  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  i n  what  was t h e n  South  Morgantown i n  1863 and had t h e  
h o u s e  b u i l t  l a t e r  t h a t  d e c a d e .  While t h e r e  i s  no  documen ta t ion  of  an  

' Compara t ive  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  two houses  comes from Morgantown 
h i s t o r i a n  D o l o r e s  F leming,  who i s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  b o t h  houses  and p r e p a r e d  t h e  
S o u t h  P a r k  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  nominat ion .  
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a c t u a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e ,  Morgantown h i s t o r i a n  D r .  E a r l  L. C o r e  i n f o r m e d  
t h e  o w n e r  t h a t  t h e  d a t e  was  1868-1870, which would h a v e  b e e n  r a t h e r  l a t e  
f o r  t h i s  s t y l e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Two m e t a l  f i r e p l a c e s ,  w i t h  a  p a t e n t  
d a t e  o f  1874  and  t h e  name "Guseman, '  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  a d d e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  h o u s e  was b u i l t .  N o t h i n g  is  known a b o u t  Guseman's  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  h e  
may h a v e  i n h e r i t e d  a  b u s i n e s s  s i m p l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  W.A. Guseman & Co. i n  , 

a n  1 8 8 3  c o u n t y  h i s t o r y ;  t h a t  company b e g a n  i n  1850.' The 1 8 8 6  c o u n t y  
a t l a s  shows  W.D.  Guseman a s  t h e  owner .  

I n  1 8 9 6 ,  t h e  h o u s e  was  s o l d  t o  Samuel  McGara, a  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t ,  who 
d i v i d e d  t h e  l a n d  i n t o  r e s i d e n t i a l - s i z e d  l o t s  i n  1 9 0 1 ,  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  
S o u t h  Morgantown was  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  Morgantown a s  F i r s t  
Ward. M o r g a n t o w n ' s  1 9 0 1  c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  s i m p l y  l i s t s  McGara w i t h  t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  " r e a l  e s t a t e "  and  n o  r e s i d e n c e  l i s t e d .  T h i s  was a  
p e r i o d  o f  r a p i d  g r o w t h  i n  Morgan town ' s  h i s t o r y ,  and  t e n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  
t h a t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c i t y  would  h a v e  b e e n  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  r e a l  e s t a t e  
p a c k a g e .  

J o h n  W e s l e y  F o r d  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  h o u s e  i n  1902 ,  and h i s  f a m i l y  l i v e d  t h e r e  
u n t i l  1 9 7 9 .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  F o r d s  l i v e d  h e r e ,  t h e  a d d r e s s  
w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  g i v e n  a s  419  Dorsey  o r ,  by 1925 ,  163  D o r s e y .  A l t h o u g h  
t h e  F o r d s  w e r e  n o t  p r o m i n e n t ,  t h e  h o u s e  became known a s  t h e  F o r d  House 
b e c a u s e  t h e  f a m i l y  l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  s u c h  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  F o r d ,  
u s u a l l y  l i s t e d  a s  W e s l e y  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  was v a r i o u s l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  w i t h  no  o c c u p a t i o n  ( 1 9 0 6 ,  1 9 0 9 - l o ) ,  a  
l a b o r e r  ( 1 9 1 4 ,  1915-16 ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  a  c a r p e n t e r  ( 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 ) ,  a  m i n e r  ( 1 9 2 0 ,  
1 9 2 2 ) .  F o r d  was l i s t e d  w i t h  no o c c u p a t i o n  i n  1929-30, b u t  h i s  w i f e  Mary 
w a s  a widow by 1 9 3 5 .  S h e  was no l o n g e r  l i s t e d  by 1 9 4 1 .  

T h e  F o r d s  had t w o  d a u g h t e r s ,  L o u i s e  a n d  L i l l i e .  L i l l i e  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  
i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  i n  1 9 1 4 ,  when s h e  was a  c l e r k .  By 1918-19,  s h e  
w a s  a m i l l i n e r  a t  t h e  New York M i l l i n e r y  i n  downtown Morgantown. I n  
1 9 2 2 ,  s h e  was a  m i l l i n e r  f o r  Mrs. Henry  S p i t z  i n  Morgantown. By 1 9 2 5 ,  
s h e  was  co-owner o f  t h e  B o n n i e  Bonne t  Shop  i n  downtown Morgantown a n d  
CO-owned t h e  s h o p  w i t h  h e r  s i s ter  L o u i s e  i n  1929-30,  a l t h o u g h  L o u i s e  
a l s o  w o r k e d  a s  a c l e r k  f o r  t h e  Morqantown P o s t  newspaper .  By 1941 ,  
L i l l i e  was no l o n g e r  l i s t e d  w i t h  a n  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  
b u t  s h e  was n o t  l i s t e d  a s  r e t i r e d  u n t i l  1965;  s h e  was no  l o n g e r  l i s t e d  
b y  1 9 7 0 .  L o u i s e ,  t h e  y o u n g e r  s i s ter ,  was a  c l e r k  by  1 9 2 0 ,  when s h e  was 
f i r s t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  s t i n t  a s  co-  
o w n e r  o f  h e r  s i s t e r ' s  s h o p ,  s h e  worked  a s  a phone o p e r a t o r ,  c l e r k ,  o r  
b o o k k e e p e r  f o r  t h e  Moruantown P o s t  o r  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  Newspaper  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  w h i c h  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  Morqantown P o s t  and  t h e  Morgantown 
Dominion  N e w s .  L o u i s e  was r e t i r e d  by 1970 and was l a s t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  i n  1 9 7 6 .  

D r .  J o a n  G i b s o n ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  owner ,  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1979 f rom 

Samuel  T. W i l e y ,  H i s t o r y  o f  M o n o n s a l i a  C o u n t y ,  W e s t  V i r q i n i a  
(Kingwood,  W-Va.: P r e s t o n  P u b l i s h i n g  Co.,  1 8 8 3 ) ,  583 .  
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Ford House, Monongalia Co., WV 

Louise Ford, who died in 1981. 

The Ford House, then, has local significance in the architectural 
history of Morgantown and its inmediate surrounding area as one of two 
examples of Gothic Revival cottage style architecture; that style 
reflected a rural lifestyle that was destroyed by the rapid growth of 
the city in the late 1890s and first few years of the twentieth century. 
Fortunately, because the house was under the ownership of one family for 
almost the first 80 years of the twentieth century, few changes were 
made and those that were made, like the addition of a porch to the back 
of the house, were easily reversible. 



Ford House ,  M o n o n g a l i a  Co. , WV 

I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  D r .  J o a n  G i b s o n ,  owner ,  20 A p r i l  1991;  9  J u l y  1993.  
M o n o n g a l i a  C o u n t y  C o u r t  R e c o r d s  (Deed  Books 2  N.S., p.  611;  63 ,  p .  312;  
7 6 ,  p.  22;  220,  p .  214 ;  8 2 3 ,  p. 6 6 0 )  
H o r g a n t o w n  C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s ,  1901-1979. 
C a l l a h a n ,  James  Mor ton .  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Makins  o f  Moruantown. 

Morgantown,  W.Va.: Morgantown P u b l i s h i n g  and B i n d i n g  Co., 1926.  
Lake, D . J .  An A t l a s  of M a r i o n  a n d  Mononaa l ia  C o u n t i e s .  West V i r u i n i a .  

1 8 8 6 .  
W i l e y ,  Samuel  T. H i s t o r v  o f  Mononua l ia  Countv ,  W.Va. Kingwood, W-Va.: 

P r e s t o n  P u b l i s h i n g  Co. ,  1883 .  

P r e v i o u s  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o n  f i l e  ( N P S ) :  

- p r e l i m i n a r y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i s t i n g  ( 3 6  CFR 6 7 )  h a s  b e e n  
requested. 

- p r e v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
- p r e v i o u s l y  d e t e r m i n e d  e l i g i b l e  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
- d e s i g n a t e d  a  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  Landmark 
- r e c o r d e d  by  H i s t o r i c  Amer ican  B u i l d i n g s  S u r v e y  # 
- r e c o r d e d  by H i s t o r i c  Amer ican  E n g i n e e r i n g  Record # 

P r i m a r y  L o c a t i o n  o f  A d d i t i o n a l  D a t a :  

- S t a t e  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e  
- O t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c y  

- F e d e r a l  a g e n c y  
x L o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

- U n i v e r s i t y  
- O t h e r  -- S p e c i f y  R e p o s i t o r y :  

A c r e a g e  o f  P r o p e r t y :  less t h a n  o n e  

UTM R e f e r e n c e s :  Zone E a s t i n g  N o r t h i n g  Zone E a s t i n g  N o r t h i n g  

- S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  

V e r b a l  B o u n d a r y  D e s c r i p t i o n :  n/a S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  

B e g i n n i n g  a t  a  p o i n t  o n  D o r s e y  Avenue ( f o r a e r l y  Maple  A v e n u e ) ,  t h e n c e  
a l o n g  F o r d  S t r e e t  ( f o r m e r l y  F i r s t  Avenue)  242.9 f e e t ,  t h e n c e  a l o n g  l o t  
n u m b e r e d  2 ,  1 0 1 . 2  f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  i n  Goodwin S t r e e t  ( f o r m e r l y  Kingwood 
A v e n u e ) ;  t h e n c e  a l o n g  s a i d  Goodwin S t r e e t  223.2 f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  i n  s a i d  
D o r s e y  Avenue;  t h e n c e  a l o n g  s a i d  D o r s e y  Avenue 82 f e e t  t o  a  p o i n t  i n  
F o r d  Street ,  t h e  p l a c e  o f  b e g i n n i n g ,  b e i n g  l o t s  Nos. 3 ,  4 ,  a n d  5 i n  
B l o c k  B, a s  l a i d  down a n d  d e s i g n a t e d  on t h e  p l a t  o f  t h e  p l a n  o f  l o t s  o f  
R i v e r v i e w  (see a t t a c h e d  m a p ) .  

B o u n d a r y  J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  "/a S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  

B o u n d a r y  i n c l u d e s  l o t s  c u r r e n t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  h o u s e ,  as set f o r t h  
i n  Deed Book 8 2 3 1 6 6 0 .  



Ford House, Momongalia Co., WV 

Name/Title: Gillian Bennan/student; and Barbara J. Howe 
0rganization:~est Virginia Univ. History Department- Date July 1993 
Street 6 Number P.O. Box 6303 - Telephone 304-293-2421 - 
City or Town -Horgantown State -WV TIP -26506 



Ford House, Monongalia Co., WV 

F l o o r  P l a n :  Ford House - f i r s t  f l o o r  

k i t c h e n  

d i n i n g  room 

e n c l o s e d  
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p a r l o r  

f r o n t  porch 
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Floor  Plan:  Ford House - second f l o o r  
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sewing room/of f ice  
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