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4. National Park Service Certification 
I .  hereb). certify that this propert) I S  

entered In the National Register 

- See continuation sheet 

- determined eliyible for the National 

Register - See continuation sheet 

determmed not eligible for the 

tdrlonal Register 

- remob ed from the Nat~onal Reg~ster 

- other. (euplaln ) 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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5. CIassifieation 
O u n e r s h ~ p  of Propert! Cateyon of Properr! "uo af Resources ~41tliln Propem 

.'r pr i~d te  - I bullding( s )  zontri butl~ig non~ontrlbuting - 

- publ~c-local distrlct - 1 bulldlnys 

- public-State site - - sites 

- publ~c-Federal - structure - - structures 

- object - objects 

1 - j2- Total 

\arne of related multiple propert) listlns U1.A 

Yurnber of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register Q 

6.  Functions or Use 

Historic Functions Commerce/Financlal Inst~tution - Bank 

Current Functions CommercelTrade/Restaurant (Basement and 1 st Floor) 

Commerce/Trade/Ofices (2"d Floor) 

7 .  Description 
Xrchltectural Classlficatlon Late 1 91h & 20'" Centun; Rev~calsiNeo-Class~cal Re\ I \  al 

Foundation Sandstone 

Ualls Sandstone 

Roof Flat Rubber Membrane 

Other &4 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Appilcabie Yatlonal Register Cr~terla (&lark "u" In one or more boxes for the criterra quailti lny :he 
propert\ tbr 'Latlonal Regster llstlny ) 

.A Property 1s associated with events [hat have made a significant contrlbutlon to the broad patterns 
of our history 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

M C Propert! embodles the dlstlnctlte zharacterlstlcs of a type, per~od. or method of construct~on 
or represents the work of a master. or possesses high artlstlc talues. or represents a s1yn:ficant 
and d~stlnyulshable entit! whose components lack lndlvldual il~stlncr~on 

- D Property has ylelded. or 1s llkely to yield. ~nformatlon Important in p r e h l s t o ~  or histop 

Crlterla Considerations (Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply ) 

h A A owned by a religious lnstltutlon or used for rellgous purposes 

?i .-I B remoted from ~ t s  or~glnal locat~on 

%/A C a birthplace or a grave. 

h A E a reconstructed budding, object, or structure 

N/A F a commemorative property 

\ 4 C less than 50 >ears of aye or achleved significance w~th in  the past 50 tears 

Areas of Siynlficance 
lrchitecture 
Commerce 

Perlod of Slgnlficance 1923 - 1950 

S~gnlficant Dates 1923 

Cultural Xfiillatlon N/A 
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b~gn~t ican t  Persons U 

Architect Builder \llile:. Stanle) . A .  Arctlltect 

Janutolo. C G . Budder 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

r Cite the books. articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more contlnuatlon 
sheets ) 

P r e ~ l o u s  documentation on file ( V S )  Primar? locat~on of additional dara 

- pre1irnlnar)i determlnatlon of indlv~dual l ls t~nz - State Historic Presen arlon Oil<ce 

(36 CFR 67) has been requested - Other State a, u e n c ~  

- pre\~ousl \  listed ~n the \at~onal Register - uenc\ Federal a, 

- preclousi) determined eligble by the lat lonal  Reglster - Local go\ ernnlent 

- desipated a "latlonal Hlstoric Landmark - Unlvers~t\i 

- recorded b t  Histor~c Amencan Buildmgs X Other - 

S u n e l  n Speclfy repository Nicholas Count! HLC 

- recorded by Historlc American Engmeerin_g 6 16 Church Street 

Record 4 Summers~ll le,  WV 2665 1 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property A ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l y  05 acre 

L TL1 References Quadrangle Summersville, West Vlrglnla 

ZOKE E A S T b G  NORTHING 

- See continuation sheet 
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Verbal Boundar) Description (Describe the boundaries of the propert! on a contlnuatlon sheer ) 

Boundan Jusritication r Explain wh? the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheer I 

1 1. Eorm Prepared B j  

name! trtle M~chaei  Gloul~s,  H~s tonc  Presercatlon Consultant 

organization Same as abobe date June 30. 2000 

street & number 612 Main Street telephone (304) 765-57 16 

city or town Sutton state WV zlp code 2660 1 

Propem Owner (Complete thls item at the fequest of the SHPO or FPO ) 

name Harold -4 and Jan Sluler 

street 22 number 3 1 1 Chestnut H111 Road telephone (304) 872-355' 

21n or t o ~ n  Summersvllle state ZIP code 2665 1 
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Section ' Page 2 NICH0L.U COUbTk' B . O K  
NICHOL.AS COL\T\r. !i 1 

Nicholas County Bank 1923 Contributing Building 

The \icholds Count) Bank is located In downtown Summersv~lle. hicholas Count\ the count\ bed1 Lt 1s 

located on the southeast corner of Main and Church Streets. frontlny Zlain Street Thli corner urban lot 15 

an ektenslon of the courthouse square, the courthouse being located across C h ~ r c h  Street from the bank 

The Panh u a s  built In 1923 bq budder C G Janutolo. Fayet t~  ~lle.  b e s t  I ~rglnld dnd designed b \  arch~rec:  
A Sranle! Zl~ller ofhecv York It is a two-story, stone, \eo-Classical R e ~ ~ b a l  St>le building ~ 1 1 t h  d 

rectanyular plan, a flat roof, and a one-story entrance port~co The foundat~on dnd fac;ade o f the  bullding 
are natibe Loher  Gilbert coarse sandstone from one of the local quarr~es in the surroundlny area The 
stone I S  In a running bond. single stretcher pattern w ~ t h  whlte and gray grapetrnejolnth Thls bulld~ng I S  

one of four In downtown Summersvllle built from thls locallv quarried stone dur~ng the same tlme perlod 
The four build~ngs made of this native stone lnclude Yicholas County Bank Farmers and lterchants 
Bank \~cholas  Countv Courthouse. and 'Old %lam" the former blcholas Count\ H ~ g h  S ~ h o o l  

A~cordlng to the 1911 Nest I lrglnia Geoloyical Sur\e\  o f h ~ c h o l a s  Count\ Lobeer Cr11bei-t Sdndstone 
named from ~ t s  evposure along the Gu!andot k v e r  at Gilbert, Mingo Count) 1s d m a w \  e. zoarse-gra~ned 
stratum. yraL or I ~ g h t - b r o ~ n  In color wearherrng to a pale-plnk The cleavage and joint-planes are 
someu hat irregular In butldings bu11t ofthis stone. and the stone is verl, hard and resistant to eroslon 
There \%ere s e ~ e r a l  quarries surrounding the tomn of Summersvllle In the earl1 I WC 5 that quarr~ed the 
Louer  G ~ l b e n  Sandstone, and the four malor b u ~ l d ~ n g s  referred to aboce are the rernalnins m e s  In the 
tot\ n of Summersville 

This large. rectangular bullding I S  approx~rnatel) 10'0" wlde and 60'0" long. conslstlng dt  three bacs on 
the tront e l e~a t lon  and five bacs on the slde elet anon The center bab contains .j one-sti,l\ flat i oc~ te~!  
entrame portiiv on the ilrst tloor The por-tlcso and  he root' habe paneied cernenr L L ~  >rune bcilusrrndes 
The portlco has Doric columns supportmy a plain entablature There IS a metal trleze dnd cornlce on the 
maln bulldlng w ~ t h  appl~ed metal and wood letters that read "NICHOLAS COL\TY B k h K " ,  In the frleze 
on the front and s ~ d e  elevations There are wood framed double entrance doors wlth leaded glass and a 
leaded glass transom w ~ t h m  a stone surround that has a stone ped~ment and stone cornlce supported b~ 
stone end brackets 

\t ~ n d o w s  on the second tloor are the original certlcal three over one and four o \er  one uooden ~ l n d o u  s 
u l th  smooth "cast stone" lintels and sills On the west elevation of the second floor there are three. 
ientrallc located sets of paired ~ e r t ~ c a l  three over one wmdows flanked b~ w ~ d e r  ~ e r t l i a l  four o\er itne 
u i n d o t ~ s  on each end of the elevation On the east elevation of the second tloor there are three sets ot 
pared three ocer one wood wmdows w ~ t h  a single three ocer one wood mindou on the northeast end ot' 
that elei a t ~ o n  The rear south. elecation ;ilso has certlcal three oLer m e  t ~ o o d  i i ~ n d i l ~ i  > but the\ ;1re IIC)I 

palred The hecond tloor. tront (north) ele\ drion. ~ons t s t s  of three setb of pdlr e; M w a  three o\  er dne 
u ~ n d o ~ s  All of the wmdo~cs  hate  smooth 'cast stone" llntels and sills The o r ~ g ~ n a l  v,~ndotcs on the tirst 
tloor on each elevat~on are no longer extant They were replaced by two sets of modern metal paired one 
oker one wmdows separated by a metal hor~zontal spandrel panel in the original openlng The ewstlny 
h ~ n d o w s  are modern metal wmdows In the original configuration w~thin the or~sinai  openings with 
transoms aboce and hoppers belom 
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Section ' Page 3 NICHOLAS COUNTY B A h K  
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The Interior of the full basement has been dl\ ided into seceral rooms and has a ault in the rear m a  >torage 
>pace under the entrance port~co These basement rooms are constructed ot modern rmterla~s not orlgindi 
ro the bulldlng Passdye into thls area IS rhrough a metal framed double door cn t ran~e  t r ~ m  :he i1;eet 1 1 )  

the :lurthedsr corner a~cessed  b\ ~oncre te  >teps from street lecel These duublc; door, ;ire nlerdi ~r rrh 
baked on enamel and s~delights made to t i t  uithln the orig~nal opening 

The interior of the first floor conslsts of a large open space w ~ t h  the or~glnal bank ~ a u l t  centrail? located in 
the rear 4 mezzanine lebel o \er  the southeastern half of the first floor is accessed b! a staircase just to the 
east after enterlng the b u l l d m  The stalrcase to the basement as well as the starcase leadlny to the second 
tloor are located In the rear. or southern end. of thls lecel 

The second tloor conslsts of a central corridor flanked by four (I) rooms on e~ther  side The \ t~iido\is  are 
the onglnal. hood,  three over one and four ocer one wmdows In fair condit~on mentioned prei loud\ Tht  
doors are also or~ginal wood doors with transoms a b o ~ e  The front of the corrldor contains a small sltting 
room w ~ t h  wood paneled screen and g l a z l n  The rear. southeast corner contalns two restrooms The stairs 
to the first tloor lobbc are In the southwest corner 

lntenor finishes on the second floor consist of oak picture rads at the ceding le\el ~vlth oak baseboards 
throughout The entrance doors to each room as well as the connectmy doors are oak ~61th transoms abo\ e 
411 rooms on this iecel as \+ell as the hallua! are plasrer on lath walls and cell~nys The floors are the 
original oak. tongue and yrooie throughout 

The balls and ceil~ngs on the first floor and mezzanine are plaster on lath Marble walnscotln, u I S  evant  in  

some areas on the first floor Orlglnal marble f loor~ns  remalns In the center of the tloor tlanked b~ ne\i 
marble~zed floormg to resemble the orlglnal There are six large, central11 located. square suppon posts 
~ l t h  marble plinths that are t h o  stories tall 

The building is in good condition and is being rehabilitated for o f i c e  and commercial space 
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The Nicholas County Bank is significant under Criterion A, under Commerce, for its association ~vi th  the 
growth and development of the town of Summersville and Nicholas County and its contribution to the 
banking industry. It is believed that it was the first bank and is the oldest surviving business in Nicholas 
County. The bank is also significant under Criterion C for its Neo-Classical Style of architecture, an 
uncommon style in the area and the county. It is one of four buildings in Summersville made from native 
Lower Gilbert Sandstone during this time period. The period of significance is the date of the construction 
of the building, 1923, until the fifty year period, 1950. 

Nicholas County was formed in 18 18 from portions of Kanawha, Randolph, and Greenbrier Counties. The 
county was organized at the residence of John Hamilton, a two-story log structure on a hill overlookmg the 
crossroads now known as Kessler's Cross Lanes. Around the turn of the century, the log structure was 
moved and replaced by a more.modern hvo-story house still standing in that location. The first meeting of 
the County Court was in the residence of John Hamilton. 

The town of Summersville was incorporated in 1860 and prospered as a result of the location of the county 
seat of government. At this time in the development of the town. agriculture provided the economlc base 
for the area. Businesses began to become established in the town itself to s e n e  the needs of the tov..n 
residents and the surrounding area. Typical businesses at this time included: general stores, hotels. 
saloons, and blacksmith shops. 

In 186 1, the Civil War came to Nicholas County with the battle of Cross Lanes fought August 26, resulting 
in a victory for the Confederates. The second battle, at Carnifex Ferry was fought September 10, 186 1 .  
This battle was won by the Federals and was useful in holding western Virginia for the Union. During the 
winter of 1864, the town of Summersville was burned for an unknown reason. 

After the War, reconstruction was slow. In 1884, there were only 100 residents in Summersville and 
agriculture was still the major economic support of the area. As the turn of the century approached and 
passed, Summersville grew and prospered somewhat due to the timber and coal operations developing in 
the area. The growth of the town of Summersville paralleled the growth of Nicholas County as can be seen 
by the following population figures: 

Year Nicholas County Summersville 

The population of Sumrnersville, in some instances, grew as roads were developed and coal and timber 
operations opened in the area. The early impeded growth can be attributed to the lack of industry, poor 
transportation, rough roads and no railroads. 



L SDL IUPS hRHP Reystration Form 

hicholas Count\. Bank 
\icholas County. %'est \ .lrmua Pave 10 

A h  the population yreu and the lumber Inciustn aeteizpcd. the need tor a local bdnh tc, \ e n  ice Si!siilebbil> 
dnd iesldenrs became esbentlal Lntil thls time. uealth) farmers and stock g o u e r s  ibex banh~ng 111 

Charleston. Clarksbury, Leh~sbury.  Sutton and Weston. ajourne) that could take two or three d a ~ s  trom 
this isolated community In 1900. a g o u p  ofprogresslte busmessmen riom bumrners~ille and L I C I ~ I ~ \  

began oryanizmg a local bank On Januar~  19. 1900. a meetmg was held In the courthouse in 
bummers~i l le  to discuss prelrminary actlon tbr an applicat~on for a Cert~ficate df  lncorporation for a bank 
in Sumrners~ll le to be known as the "Nicholas County Bar& " Present at this initial rneetlng were John 
A Huff. .A J Horan. J F Legg, L J Huffman, James .A Mearns. Robert H Hamliton. James F Pett~gren 
Franh G r a ~ e s  and H H Howard. promment leaders and polmclans of t h ~ s  communm 

Appilcat~on for charter was made on Februar) 8. 1900. and on that date the Certificate of lncorporation 
Mas granted to form the N~choias Count) Bank The bank was formed vvlth a iapltai stock o f525  (3110 
ra~sed b~ the incorporators named abote. and had the distinction of bemg the first bani\ In \ichola\ 
(. durin as hell as the tirst bdnh 111 j u m m e ~  s\ ille T ~ r u  orher banks followed anzr be\ era1 \ear5 the 

karmers and Llerchants Bank in Summers\ ille. and the Cherrv h v e r  Yational Bank In Rlchwood both 
built za 191- 

On Apr~l 17 1900, a meeting for the organlzatlon of the U~cholas County Banh ttas held in the Grand J u r ~  
Room In the Courthouse and F D Herold. U' D H u f .  A W Bobb~tt ,  W G G r a ~ e s .  John A Huff George 
H Alderson James F Pettigrew, Robert H Hamliton. and Joseph E Rader bere  elected Directors John A 
Huff was eiected President. George H Alderson. Vlce-President, and H H Ho~tdrd  Cash~er Three of 
these bank directors have noteworth) contnbut~ons to the dekelopment of the count! m d  the toun  ot 
Summers~i l le  L+ D Huff was a member of the House of Delegates In the Legislature in 1905 Robert H 
Hamilton was a descendant of John Hamllton. one of the first ploneer settlers of the count\ John 
Hamllton was a wealthy landobner vvho donated 30 acres for the establishment of the t o ~ n  of 
Summers~t l le  and one acre for the construction of the courthouse, A W Bobbitt sened two terms as 
sherlff of hichoias Countt 

In rhe ensuing months the bank officials began the task of locatlng a place for dperat~on and the necessan 
equlprnent. dnd on August 3u 1900. the \lihoias Count) Bank opened for bub~ness The tirst lo~arion of 
the bank was in the two front rooms of the John A HuffBuilding on Main Street in Sumrnerstille pa)lng 
rent of S72 per year 

In Januar) of  1904. H Ct  Herold. K B hlcCue. and D a b ~ d  McQueen were appointed as the comrnlrree !u 
select and obraln a suitable site for the construction of a bulldmg for the bank A special meeting ot thc 
stockhoiders \.+as held to present the committee's findmgs and declde on a sultable site The c o m n m e e  
reported the belectlon of a lot on Maln Street at the Intersection of Church Street o ~ t n e d  b \  John A Grobc 
a~a i l ab le  for S450 The site was approted b> the stockholders and authont) u a s  y l e n  tar the purchase ot 
the lot Cornmlttees were formed to obtain and prepare spec~ficatlons for the neLc bullding and d bulldink 
committee was also formed The contract tor the election of the new bu~ldrny Ltas 51ben to G M 
L redenberg in July of 1905 for the prlce of $2.800 to be constructed of molded concrete block T h ~ s  
burlding was occupled bv the bank In 1907 

As the town of Summerstlile grew in the fo l lou~ng  vears, the need for a larger bank became apparent and 
at a Januar), rneetlng of the stockholders In 1922. the declsion was made to erect a ne\s buildiny made ot 
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natl\e stone Adjo~nlny real estate u a s  acqulred for the relocatlon of the concrete block buildlng and to 
accommodate the larger slze of the new building The bulldlng committee hlred archltecr A Stanle~ 
'vl~ller of \ew Yorh to hrnlsh plans and spec~ficatlons for the constructlon ot'the neu b u ~ l d ~ n g  It LLas 
unusual tor such a small rural count\ sear 10 hate a high stkle bu~ldlng designea b\  an sut-of-btatt 
drch~tec: The t3ulidlng itself is nor a t \p icd  sttie I C  t,W ;c)unr\ except tor the larger ~ u ~ l d i i l g \  Ilhc. t i l t  

tormer 2iicholas County Hlgh School. "Old Mam" and the count) courthouse C CJ Janutoio and 
Cornpan! of  Fayettec~lle was awarded the contract for relocatlon of the old buildrng and erection di'the 
neu one U H Campbell of Summerscdie and W A Ham~lton of Rlchwood \\ere awarded contracts 
respect l te l~  for the electr~cal and plumblny necessary for the new buildmy After compleuon In I933 the 
ne\v buildlny was occupled b! the bank and opened for busmess 

The bank operated In thls buildmg untll December 2. 1976. when the) bullt a ne\L modern structure 
turther west on Main Street and sold the eusting bu~ldlng to Peerless Eagle Coal Cornpan\ tor office 
>pace Peerless owned the bulldlng untll \.la\ 6 1999 when ~t was sold to Harold A dnd Jan 51gler t h e  

iurrent o~vners 

The k ~ c h o l a s  Count) Bank IS slyn~iicant tor the use ofnatl>e. Lower Gilbert Sandstone In the ionstructlon 
o f the  bulldlng T h ~ s  type of stone. named for an outcropping along the Gubandor R i ~ e r  at Gilben Llmgo 
Countt Lcas found In abundance In and around the Town of Summerst~l le  Quarr~es for the hanest  of the 
,tone \%ere located less than a mile north. bmth. east and west of the  town It \ ids used i n  ~ O U I  mLili~t 
b u ~ l d ~ n g s  In town. The 31cholas Count) Bank, the Nlcholas Count! Courthouse Farmers and Llerchants 
Bank. and the former \lcholas Count) High School. locally known as "Old \lain The pale-plnh color 
and lrreyular jolnt planes are character~stic of the Lower Gdbert Sandstone The combinat~on ol'the stone 
used for the constructlon and the architectural style dep~cted the sollditb and y - o ~ t h  of major public and 
prltate lnst~tutlons In the count! It IS  for rhls percei~ed "sol~d" character that the stone n a s  used and the 
architectural st) le employed 

The hicholas County Bank 1s also slgnlticant under Crltenon C for ~ t s  association ~ ~ t t h  the \ eo -Ciass~~dl  
R e t l ~ a l  stkle of archltecture Typical character definlng elements include hli-height central en tn  porch. 
but less than the hll uldth of the facade. L L I ~ ~  a flat porch roof characterist~c of Greeh Re\ ~ \ a l  taqdde 
s h o ~ ~ s  symmetr~call) balanced wmdows and center entrance door. rectanplar w ~ n d o u s  ~ ~ t h  double-hung 
bashes. palred u ~ t h  multl-pane upper sash. paneled roof-l~ne balustrades 

bummar) The \~cho las  Countt Bank is J~gnificant under Cr~terlon -\ for ~ t _ i  ahsoclatlon \ \ ~ t t i  [he gro\itt. 
m d  de~elopment  ot the town of Summers\ ille and 'vlcholas Count! and its commerce Bern3 i h t  i-irsr 
bank In the count) as well as the first bank in Summers~~l le .  ~llustrates t h ~ s  grotvth and detelopment as 
well as an ~nltlai contribution to the commercial banking mdustn The h~cho las  Count\ Bank I S  also 
,ignificant under Criterion C for archltecture and for construction of stone quarried In the immed~~i te  area 
The \eo-Classical R e t ~ v a l  st)le that ~t represents is not tvplcal of the archltecture in  the u e a  and .c '~\e> I V  

enhance the 5ol1d character of the bulldiny 
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VERBAL BOL Y D A R l .  DESCRIPTIOh: 

The north boundark ot the \~choias  Count\ Bank 1s \lam Street dnd Church Street tormb rhe bounddr~ on 

the west 4 deeded right of w a j  In the back of the bulld~ng 1s the southern boundar),. and the eastern 
boundary is an adjolnlng commerc~al lot The bullding on the lot w~thin these boundar~es I S  locall\ k n o ~ ~  n 
as the Vicholas County Bank, In Summerst~lle. West Vlrgln~a recorded In Deed Book 39 1 .  Page 125 Tract 
1 located In the h ~ c h o l a s  County Courthouse 

BO CNDARI JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundarl, encompasses the buildmy that dates from the perlod of siyn~ficance of the  propert! 
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Section \umber PHOTOGRAPHS 

Lame 
Addresb 
Clt) 
County 

\r~cholas Count\ Bank 
YO0 \lain Street 
Summers\ llle 
Y~cholas 

Barbara Brimer Photographer 

Winter 2000 Date 

Photo I of 10 Front elevation 
Camera looking south 

Photo 2 of 10 S ~ d e  elevation 
Camera looking east 

Front and side elevations 
Camera lookiny southeast 

Photo 3 of 10 

S d e  and rear elevations 
Camera lookmy northeast 

Photo 4 of I U  

Photo 5 of 10 First floor interior 
Camera looklny southeast 

Mezzanine level 
Camera looklng south 

Photo 6 of 10 

Photo 7 of 10 Mezzanine le\,el 
Camera looking southwest 

Second floor interlor 
Camera looking south 

Photo 8 of 10 

Photo 9 of 10 Second tloor interior 
Camera lookiny east 

First floor ceiling & support posts detail 
Camera looking west 

Photo 10 of 10 





,,SOPAhGLE LOCATION 

Y eav-duty Lgnt-duty 

Y e d l ~ n ?  duty - - Un~mproved drrt = = = = ,  , = = .  

2 U S Route 3 State ?oute 

SUMMERSVILLE, W. VA.  
SE/4 SUMMERSVILLE 15' QUADRANGLE 

N3815-W8045/7 .5  

1967 
PHOTOREVISED 1976 

AMS 4860 1V SE-SERIES 0 8 5 4  




